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Dear student, 

Attached you will find a letter informing you of your eligibility for a direct grant from the Federal Higher 
Education Emergency Relief Fund. 

To view your award amount, please go to Simmons Connection> AARC > Access Student Account 
Center> View Bill/Make a Payment. You will automatically be logged in to the Student Account Center. 
In the middle of the page next to view account, select CARES Emergency Fund and click view activity. 

If you do not yet have Direct Depost set up we would encourage you to do that so that your funds will 
get to you as quickly as possible. 

To set up direct deposit, simply click electronic refunds on the right hand side of the welcome page 
under My Profile Setup or select the refunds option at the top of any page. Click set up account and en
ter in your banking information. 

Dear Student, 

I am writing to you with information regarding a second allocation of Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund

ing that Simmons received from the federal government and that is to be used as emergency grants for stu
dents. We acknowledged, upon receipt of these funds, that we would prioritize "grants to students with excep

tional need, such as students who receive Pell Grants." We have determined, based on your FAFSA data, that 
you meet the criteria of a student with "exceptional need". 

We are committed to providing this emergency assistance to you and are reaching out to let you know that we 
will be pushing a grant refund of $350, through your student account, to you in the coming week This grant 

will not be a credit on your account and if you owe money, it will not go against those charges. We are merely 
using the student account as a way of getting these funds into your hands as quickly as possible. 

If you are not currently set up with direct deposit, through your student account in touch net, please do that as 
soon as possible otherwise we will be required to send a paper check to you. 

Understanding that each students need is different we have reserved a portion of these funds that will be open 
to all students. If you have expenses related to your cost of attendance or for emergency costs that have arisen 

due to coronavirus, such as tuition, food, housing, health care (including mental health care) or child care that is 
greater than $350, you may submit an application on our website to request further assistance. 

Best wishes to you as you continue to navigate through your studies and this pandemic. If there is anything our 
office can do to help you as you, please be in touch. 

We will be communicating with students by the end of October in the same manor as above. We will be 

providing block grants to our exceptionally needy population at a low base level and let students know the 

process of requesting more based on their emergency needs. We will then be sending a campus wide 

communication (similar to the one on the next page) so that all students have the ability to request funding 

for emergency needs. 
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Dear Student, 

Simmons is committed to providing ongoing support to help meet student financial needs and 
expenses during this pandemic We want to make sure students are aware of the following funds 
and grants: 

Supporting Our Students (SOS) Fund 

Last spring, Simmons created the SOS Fund to help support undergraduate and graduate students 
cover a variety of expenses. To date we've allocated more than $200,000 for expenses related to 
housing and food insecurity, immediate transportation, mental health and medical needs, among 
other things. 

These funds are supplemental to any financial aid and can be used for items such as food, utility 
expenses, and medical expenses. More detailed information on the use of this fund can be 
found here. You may apply for the SOS fund using this application. 

Higher Education Emergency Relief Funding 

The ongoing disruption caused by the COVID-19 global pandemic continues to create enormous 
challenges for students and families. In response to this ongoing crisis, the federal government 
implement the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSAA), 
which provides additional funding for the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF). 

Simmons has received an allocation of HEERF funding that is to be used as emergency grants for 
students. We acknowledged, upon receipt of these funds, that we would prioritize "grants to stu
dents with exceptional need, such as students who receive Pell Grants" 

Understanding that each students need is different we have reserved a portion of these funds that 
will be open to all students. If you have expenses related to your cost of attendance or for emer
gency costs that have arisen due to coronavirus, such as tuition, food, housing, health care 
(including mental health care) or child care, you may submit an application on our website to re
quest assistance. 

Simmons 2020 Tech Access Fund 

Our technology partner 2U committed $500,000 to help high-need undergraduate students ac
quire a laptop and access to high-speed internet, both of which are necessary to experience Sim
mons' high-quality online education as it was designed. 

If you are in need of a laptop and/or high-speed internet, complete the technology access ques
tionnaire. Requests will be reviewed on a rolling basis as long as funds are available. 

If you have questions about your bill, financial aid, or any of the grants and programs described in 
this message, please contact the office at sfs@simmons.edu. 
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