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CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTORAL DEGREES
The College of Natural, Behavioral, and Health Sciences

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Behavior Analysis
Christina Barosky, M.A., Columbia University

Mei-Hua Li, B.S., Boston University, M.S., Simmons
University

Jill L. Mengel, B.A., Franklin & Marshall College,
M.S., Northeastern University

Elliott Nerland, B.A., Minnesota State University,
M.S.Ed., Simmons University

Catherine Rebecca Wild, B.A., University of London,
United Kingdom, M.Ed., University of Birmingham,
United Kingdom

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Health Professions Education

Danuta Maria Charland, B.S., M.S., Boston University

Shekitta L. Acker, B.S., Wake Forest University, M.S.,
Alderson Broaddus University

Dissertation Title: Antecedent Variables Influencing
Tacting with Children with Autisms

Committee: Judah B. Axe, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
(Chair); Ron Allen, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA; Daniel
Fienup, Ph.D., BCBA-D

Dissertation Title: The Effects of Matrix Training on
Reading Responses with Adult English as Second Language
Learners

Committee: Judah B. Axe, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
(Chair); Phillip N. Chase, Ph.D.; Rocio Rosales, Ph.D.,
BCBA-D,LABA

Dissertation Title: Using Stereotypy as a Reinforcer to
Establish Stimulus Control of Stereotypic Behaviorsm
Committee: Gretchen A. Dittrich, Ph.D., BCBA-D,
LABA (Chair); Ron Allen, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA;
Jacquelyn MacDonald, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA

Dissertation Title: Human Preference and Switching
Under Imposed Response Requirements

Committee: Ron Allen, Ph.D., BCA-D, LABA (Chair);
Russell W. Maguire, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA;

Kylan S. Turner, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA

Dissertation Title: Using Computerized Equivalence-
Based Instruction to Teach Equivalence Terminology and
Procedures

Committee: Russell W. Maguire, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA
(Chair); Judah B. Axe, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LABA;

Daniel M. Fienup, Ph.D., BCBA-D

Dissertation Title: A Phenomenological Study of the
Lived Experiences of Premedical Advisors Advising
Undergraduate Students about Gap Year Options
Advisor: Dolores Wolongevicz, Ph.D., RD, LDN

Dissertation Title: Cognitive Test Anxiety among
Health Professions Students
Advisor: Dolores Wolongevicz, Ph.D., RD, LDN




DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

Lynnetta Anne Akins-Crichlow, B.S., Simmons
University

Vini Anand, B.S.N., Western Governors University

Kaye Amanda Bemis, B.S.N., University of Massachusetts,
M.S.N., Northeastern University

Charlotte Clements, B.A., B.S.N, University of Rochester,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Catherine E. Coley, B.S.N., Old Dominion University,
M.S.N., Emmanuel College

Kathryn Cotraro, B.S.N., Boston College, M.S.N., Salem
State University

Claire McSorley Cruz, B.S., B.S.N., University of
Massachusetts, M.S.N., Simmons University

Stephanie Anne Danos, B.S.N., University of Texas,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Julie Dasey, B.S.N., Northeastern University, M.S.N,,
Simmons University

Jacqueline Anne FitzGerald, B.S.N., Fitchburg State
College, M.S.N., Simmons University

Colleen Elizabeth Gerrity, B.S.N., Northeastern
University, M.S.N., Drexel University

Capstone Project: Improving Mobile Health Technology
Utilization and Adoption
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Integrated Care Approach in the
Management of Hypertension
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Medication Delivery to Bedside after
Total Hip or Knee Arthroplasty: An initiative to improve
quality, cost, equity, and patient experience

Advisor: Tanya Cohn, Ph.D.,, M.Ed., RN

Capstone Project: Addressing Nurse Burnout Through
the Implementation of a Staff Wellness Bundle
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Improving scheduled case time
accuracy in a Pediatric Endoscopy Unit

Advisor: Laura Behm, D.N.P, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC,
IBCLC

Capstone Project: Design and implementation of a
Patient Flow Triage Program to facilitate transfer requests
at BCH

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: A Targeted Educational Intervention
with Patient Care Technicians to Decrease CAUTI rates
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Personality and Burnout in the
Primary Care Nurse Practitioner
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Design and Implementation of a
Hospital-Based Ambulance Transport System

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: Addressing Nurse Burnout Through
the Implementation of a Staff Wellness Bundle
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Development of an acuity tool for use
in the Pediatric Oncology Clinic at BCH

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC




Amanda Gillis, B.S.N., University of Massachusetts,
M.S.N., Western Governors University

Sarah Hauke Given, B.A., Mount Holyoke College, B.S.N.,
M.S.N.,, MGH Institute of Health Professions

Asia Denise Gordon, B.S., Dillard University, M.S.N,,
Simmons University

Kerry Hennessy, B.S., Salem State College, M.S.N., MGH
Institute of Health Professions

Brittany Danielle Hill, B.S.N., M.S.N, Simmons

University

Tyechia James

Suzanne Joyner, B.S.N., University of Massachusetts,
M.S.N.,, Simmons University

M Jenifer Kaufman, B.S., Boston University, M.S., Boston
College

Joseph Scott Kennedy, M.S.N., Simmons University

Lisa Ann Kennelly, B.S.N., M.S.N, Western Governors
University

Angela Dawn Lamb B.S.N., Wright State University,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Capstone Project: Implementation of a Hospital
Discharge Intervention bundle for Chronic Renal Failure
Patients and Families

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: Design, implementation and
evaluation of Complex Pain Rounds

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: Utilizing Interprofessional
Collaboration to Effectively Manage Anxiety, Depression
and Insomnia without Prolonged Use of Benzodiazepines
Advisor: Tanya Cohn, Ph.D.,, M.Ed., RN

Capstone Project: Assessing the Patient Experience of
Hypersensitivity Reactions to Chemotherapy
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Improving the Assessment and
Managment of Sexual Dysfunction in Gynecologic and
Breast Oncology Patients Through an Education Module
for Clinicians: A Pilot Study

Advisor: Tanya Cohn, Ph.D.,, M.Ed., RN

Capstone Project: Improving Prenatal Care with
Supplemental Prenatal visit
Advisor: Debbie Faulk, RN, Ph.D., M.S.N.

Capstone Project: Intra-disciplinary Leadership
Huddles and Nuvrse Perception of Safety Culture
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Increasing Interdisciplinary
Awarveness of Patient Participation in Clinical Research
Trials

Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: The effects of continuous glucose
monitoring on glucose variability in diabetic patients
Advisor: Naila Russell, D.N.P.,, FNP-BC

Capstone Project: A study on the correlation between
empathy levels and health workers comfort for screening
for social determinants of health

Advisor: Tanya Cohn, Ph.D.,, M.Ed., RN

Capstone Project: La Vida Saludable (My Healthy Life):
A Pilot Program at Camino Clinic
Advisor: Naila Russell, D.N.P.,, FNP-BC




Miriam Anne Lautenschlager, B.S.N., Saint Anslem
College, M.S.N., Simmons University

Katherine E. Longo, B.S.N., M.S.N., Simmons University

Carly Mary Macken, B.S., State University of New York,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Cristina Maria Matthews, B.S.N, M.S.N., University of
Massachusetts

Hannah R. McGillicuddy, B.S.N., Saint Anslem College,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Katherine G. Meneses, B.S.N., University of Victoria,
Canada, M.S.N., Simmons University

Rose Gaelle Mintor, B.S.N., University of Massachusetts,
M.S.N,, Northeastern University

Kari Ann Phillips, B.S.N., M.S.N, Simmons University

Lindsey Richards, B.S.N., Excelsior College, M.S.N.,
Simmons University

Scott M. Rollins, B.S., B.S.N., Quinnipiac University,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Christine R. Saba, B.S.N., Sage College, M.S.N., University
of Massachusetts

Bridget Theresa Sammon, B.S.N., Endicott College,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Capstone Project: The effect of mobile health on
Coronovirus disease (Covid-19) vaccination among
Pediatric patients in the Greater Boston area
Advisor: Meredith Troutman-Jordan, Ph.D,, RN,
PMHCNS-BC, FGSA

Capstone Project: The Role of Social Demographics in
Nurse Practitioner Burnout
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Reducing 30 Day Psychiatric
Hospital Readmission Rates in Adults with Serious Mental
Illness: A Quality Improvement Project

Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: The design, implementation and
evaluation of a mentorship program for novice nurses
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Diabetes Technology and Quality

of Life
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Recurrent NASH (non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis) post liver transplant: A quality
improvement project

Advisor: Tanya Cohn, Ph.D.,, M.Ed., RN

Capstone Project: Patient Portal enrollment and
Engagement Rounds on an in-patient unit at BCH
Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: Reducing rates of restraint and
seclusion on an inpatient psychiatric unit

Advisor: Laura Behm, D.N.P.,, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC,
IBCLC

Capstone Project: Predictors of Poor Glycemic Control
in Type 2 Diabetes in a Primary Care Center: A secondary
analysis of existing data

Advisor: Carmen Harrison, RN, Ph.D., WHNP-BC

Capstone Project: Evaluating the Relationship Between
Nursing Leaders Leadership Behaviors and Nurses’
Structural Empowerment

Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Reversing Chronic Disease with a
Whole Food Plant Based Diet
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: A Targeted Intervention to Decrease
Compassion Fatigue on an Inpatient Oncology Unit
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN




Debra J. Savage, B.S.N., Simmons University, M.S.N.,
University of Massachusetts

Rita N. Shah, B.S.N., University of Phoenix, M.S.N.,
Simmons University

Lisa Deshun Smart, B.S.N., Gramblind State University,
M.S.N,, University of Phoenix, M.S.N., Simmons
University

Danielle J. Souza, B.S.N., University of Massachusetts,
M.S.N,, Simmons University

Sandra St. Louis Thompson, B.A., B.S.N., Kent State
University, M.S.N., Simmons University

Susan Silva Stone, B.A., Boston University, B.S.N.,
Northeastern University, M.S.N., Salem State
University

Lauren Theresa Szablak Clark, B.S.N., Saint Anslem
College

Mariette R. Thomas, B.S., Alcorn State University, B.S.N.,
University of Colorado, M.S.N., Simmons University

Kathleen M. Tolland, B.A., B.S.N, University of
Massachusetts, M.S.N., Regis College

Jared Scott Vega, B.A., B.S.N,,].D,, State University of
New York, M.S.N., Simmons University

Brid Pauline Walsh, B.S.N., Salem State College, M.S.N.,
Simmons University

Roxane P. White-Barboza, B.S.N., University of
Massachusetts, M.S.N., Grand Canyon University

Capstone Project: Understanding the Effects of
Preceptor Education on Attitudes of Precepting New
Perioperative Nursing Staff

Advisor: Laura Behm, D.N.P.,, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC,
IBCLC

Capstone Project: Reversing Chronic Disease with a
Whole Food Plant Based Diet
Advisor: Patricia Rissmiller, RN, D.N.Sc., PNP-BC

Capstone Project: Antihypertensive Medication
Adherence Among African American Men in Louisiana
Advisor: Carmen Harrison, RN, Ph.D., WHNP-BC

Capstone Project: Intra-disciplinary Leadership
Huddles and Nurse Perception of Safety Culture
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: The Psychological Effects of
COVID-19 On First Responders : ICU/Emergency
Advisor: Meredith Troutman-Jordan, Ph.D,, RN,
PMHCNS-BC, FGSA

Capstone Project: Improving joy in the workplace in an
Intermediate Care Unit utilizing authentic leadership
Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC

Capstone Project: Addressing Nurse Burnout Through
the Implementation of a Staff Wellness Bundle
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Assessing Health Literacy through a
Health Promotion Teaching Strategy for Adolescents
Advisor: Carmen Harrison, RN, Ph.D., WHNP-BC

Capstone Project: Advancing Family Integrated Care in
the NICU and Special Care Nursery at BIDMC
Advisor: Debbie Faulk, RN, Ph.D., M.S.N.

Capstone Project: Implementing Depression Screening
in a Seafarer Occupational Health Clinic: A Quality
Improvement Project

Advisor: Carmen Harrison, RN, Ph.D., WHNP-BC

Capstone Project: A Targeted Educational Intervention
with Patient Care Technicians to Decrease CAUTI rates
Advisor: Eileen McGee, Ph.D., RN

Capstone Project: Implementation of mentorship
program on retention in the emergency department
Advisor: Patricia Reid Ponte, RN, D.N.Sc., FAAN, NEA-
BC




DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Brianna D. Ahner, B.S., University of Wisconsin

Jenna Alessio, B.S., James Madison University

Mariah Grace Allen, B.S., Simmons University

Emma Jo Pray Armington, B.S., Simmons University

Emily Elizabeth Barbella, B.S., Simmons University

Christie M. Bott, B.S., Simmons University

Vivian Bui, B.S., Simmons University

Nghi Tran Doan Cao, B.S., Simmons University

Christina Nicole Capone, B.S., Merrimack College

Marissa E. Chiauzzi, B.S., The Pennsylvania State
University

Rebecca Kate Collette, B.S., Simmons University

Delaney Conway, B.S., Simmons University

Project Title: Exercise induced hypofrontality: a scoping
review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: Assessing neck strength and joint
positioning in pediatric populations: a normative study
and test-retest reliability

DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.P.T,,
NCS

Project Title: Kid’s and Adolescent’s Index for Dizziness
DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.P.T,,
NCS

Project Title: The influence of flow state on physical
performance in rehabilitation: a systematic review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: Scoping review of cueing practices in the
management of lower extremity musculoskeletal
conditions

DPT Project Advisor(s): Amitabh Dashottar, PT, Ph.D,,
M.PT.

Project Title: Scoping review of cueing practices in the
management of lower extremity musculoskeletal
conditions

DPT Project Advisor(s): Amitabh Dashottar, PT, Ph.D,,
M.PT.

Project Title: Effect of recumbent versus alternative labor
positioning on birthing parent outcomes: a scoping review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Rachel Verrill, PT, D.P.T,, B.S.

Project Title: The effectiveness of chest physical therapy
on hospital course for adults on mechanical ventilation: a
systematic review

DPT Project Advisor(s): Jenna Powers, PT, D.PT.

Project Title: Golf movement screen and performance
DPT Project Advisor(s): Mark Dynan, PT, D.PT., OCS

Project Title: Effect of recumbent versus alternative labor
positioning on birthing parent outcomes: a scoping review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Rachel Verrill, PT, D.P.T,, B.S.

Project Title: Effect of recumbent versus alternative labor
positioning on birthing parent outcomes: a scoping review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Rachel Verrill, PT, D.P.T,, B.S.

Project Title: The influence of flow state on physical
performance in rehabilitation: a systematic review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin Beebe, PT, Ph.D.




Lauren Elizabeth Curry, B.S., The University of Vermont

Tyler J. Diniz, B.A., Bridgewater State University

Nervana Faheem, B.S., Simmons University

William Andrew Faria, B.S., University of New
Hampshire

Joseph Francis Fitzsimmons, B.S., University of Rhode

Island

Christine Frechette, B.S., University of Massachusetts

Julia F. Fusco, B.S., Simmons University

Philippa Alice Gamble, B.S., Simmons University

Brittany Rose Gotts, B.S., Simmons University

Janine Jaber, B.S., Sonoma State University

Alexandra Faye Hubelbank, B.S., Boston University

Project Title: The effectiveness of chest physical therapy
on hospital course for adults on mechanical ventilation: a
systematic review

DPT Project Advisor(s): Jenna Powers, PT, D.PT.

Project Title: Assessing neck strength and joint
positioning in pediatric populations: a normative study
and test-retest reliability s

DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCS

Project Title: Assessing neck strength and joint
positioning in pediatric populations: a normative study
and test-retest reliability

DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCS

Project Title: The effectiveness of chest physical therapy
on hospital course for adults on mechanical ventilation: a
systematic review

DPT Project Advisor(s): Jenna Powers, PT, D.PT.

Project Title: Exercise induced hypofrontality: a scoping
review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin A. Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: The influence of flow state on physical
performance in rehabilitation: a systematic review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin A. Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: The effectiveness of chest physical therapy
on hospital course for adults on mechanical ventilation: a
systematic review

DPT Project Advisor(s): Jenna Powers, PT, D.PT.

Project Title: Exercise induced hypofrontality: a scoping
review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin A. Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: Kid’s and Adolescent’s Index for Dizziness
DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCS

Project Title: Can Star Excursion and the Y-Balance Test
detect chronic ankle instability?

DPT Project Advisor(s): Amitabh Dashottar, PT, Ph.D,,
M.PT.

Project Title: The effectiveness of chest physical therapy on
hospital course for adults on mechanical ventilation: a
systematic review

DPT Project Advisor(s): Jenna Powers, PT, D.PT.




Colleen Francesca Joyce, B.S., The University of Vermont

Adam Joseph Liptak, B.S., University of Rhode Island

Kaila Sue Lozada, B.S., University of Hartford

Rachel Mace, B.S., University of Massachusetts

Ashley Madeiros, B.S., Simmons University

Nicole Ann McCardle, B.S., Endicott College

Rebecca McNally, B.S., The University of Vermont

Cindy Murphy, B.S., Simmons University

Rachel Q. Pfeiffer, B.S., Simmons University

Molly Faith Reinhold, B.S., Simmons University

Rebecca Yenshu Schulz, B.A., Boston University

Project Title: Association between the Activities-Specific
Balance Confidence Scale and functional balance measures
in adults withTBI and stroke

DPT Project Advisor(s): Stacey Maguire, PT, D.P.T,,
CAGS

Project Title: Golf movement screen and performance
DPT Project Advisor(s): Mark Dynan, PT, D.PT.,, OCS

Project Title: Exercise induced hypofrontality: a scoping
review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: Assessing neck strength and joint
positioning in pediatric populations: a normative study
and test-retest reliability

DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCSS

Project Title: The impact of kinesiophobia on patients
with cancer-related chronic pain: a systematic review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin A. Beebe, PT, Ph.D.

Project Title: Scoping review of cueing practices in the
management of lower extremity musculoskeletal
conditions

DPT Project Advisor(s): Amitabh Dashottar, PT, Ph.D.,
M.PT.

Project Title: Association between the Activities-Specific
Balance Confidence Scale and functional balance measures
in adults with TBI and stroke

DPT Project Advisor(s): Stacey Maguire, PT, D.P.T,,
CAGS

Project Title: Association between the Activities-Specific
Balance Confidence Scale and functional balance measures
in adults with TBI and stroke

DPT Project Advisor(s): Stacey Maguire, PT, D.P.T,,
CAGS

Project Title: Effect of recumbent versus alternative labor
positioning on birthing parent outcomes: a scoping review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Rachel Verrill, PT, D.P.T,, B.S.

Project Title: Association between the Activities-Specific
Balance Confidence Scale and functional balance measures
in adults withTBI and stroke

DPT Project Advisor(s): Stacey Maguire, PT, D.P.T,,
CAGS

Project Title: Kid’s and Adolescent’s Index for Dizziness
DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCS




Harmeek Singh, B.S., University of Wisconsin

Jackson R. Smith, B.S., University of Maine

Sarah Elizabeth Stadler, B.S., Simmons University

Jacob Stetson, B.S., University of Delaware

Catherine Adele Stewart, B.S., Simmons University

Emma Lynn Stock, B.S., Simmons University

Wesley Yang

Project Title: Scoping review of cueing practices in the
management of lower extremity musculoskeletal
conditions

DPT Project Advisor(s): Amitabh Dashottar, PT, Ph.D,,
M.PT.

Project Title: Golf movement screen and performance
DPT Project Advisor(s): Mark Dynan, PT, D.P.T., OCS

Project Title: Association between the Activities-Specific
Balance Confidence Scale and functional balance measures
in adults with TBI and stroke

DPT Project Advisor(s): Stacey Maguire, PT, D.P.T,,
CAGS

Project Title: Golf movement screen and performance
DPT Project Advisor(s): Mark Dynan, PT, D.PT.,, OCS

Project Title: Kid’s and Adolescent’s Index for Dizziness
DPT Project Advisor(s): Devashish Tiwari, PT, D.PT,
NCS

Project Title: Effect of recumbent versus alternative labor
positioning on birthing parent outcomes: a scoping review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Rachel Verrill, PT, D.PT, B.S.

Project Title: The influence of flow state on physical
performance in rehabilitation: a systematic review
DPT Project Advisor(s): Justin A. Beebe, PT, Ph.D.
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