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Department of Political Science and International Relations 

Zachary Abuza 
Professor and Chair
Zachary Abuza specializes in Southeast Asian politics and security issues.  He received his MALD and PhD from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.  He came to Simmons in 1996, and was promoted to full professor in 2007. He is the author of Conspiracy of Silence: The Insurgency in Southern Thailand and its Implications for Southeast Asian Security, Uncivil Islam: Muslims, Politics and Violence in Indonesia (Routledge, 2006),, Militant Islam in Southeast Asia (Lynne Rienner, 2003) and Renovating Politics in Contemporary Vietnam (Lynne Rienner, 2001).  He has also authored two studies for the National Bureau of Asian Research, entitled Funding Terrorism in Southeast Asia: The Financial Network of Al Qaeda and Jemaah Islamiya, NBR Analysis (2003) and Muslims, Politics and Violence in Indonesia, NBR Analysis (2004).  His monograph, Balik Terrorism: The Return of the Abu Sayyaf Group was published by the US Army War College’s Security Studies Institute in 2005. He is a frequent contributor to the Jane's Intelligence Review, the Counterterrorism Blog and the Jamestown Foundation's Terrorism Monitor.  He is currently undertaking a major study of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front under support from the United States Institute of Peace and the Smith Richardson Foundation. Professor Abuza authored the Vietnam chapters in the 2004 and 2006 Countries at the Crossroads annual reports for Freedom House; and from 2001-2003 he served as Vietnam country advisor for Amnesty International (USA).  Dr. Abuza consults widely and is a frequent commentator in the press.  He is a visiting guest lecturer at the Foreign Service Institute, US Department of State, and at the Department of Defense’s Joint Special Operations University.  In 2005 he was a Senior Fellow at the United States Institute of Peace, and in 2007 he was appointed senior fellow at the Jebson Center for Counter Terrorism Studies at the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy. 
Ambassador Thomas N. Hull 
James P. Warburg Professor in International Relations

Tom Hull was Ambassador to the Republic of Sierra Leone (2004-2007) where he assisted the country’s evolution from peacekeeping to peace building.  Throughout his 31-year diplomatic career, which also included assignments in Ethiopia, South Africa, Nigeria, Czechoslovakia, Somalia, Burkina Faso, and Congo, he was involved in issues of conflict and peace, revolution and transformation, and democracy and development.  He was Director of African Affairs at the U.S. Information Agency (1995-97) before it merged with the Department of State.  His career began as a Peace Corps Volunteer teacher in Sierra Leone (1968-70).

Ambassador Hull’s contributions during and following the collapse of communism in Prague earned him a Presidential Meritorious Service Award from President Clinton.  While there, he founded the Fulbright Commissions for Educational Exchange with the Czech Republic and Slovakia.  Before joining the Foreign Service, he assisted former Senator J. William Fulbright at the Institute of International Education in New York.

Ambassador Hull has a B.A. (history) from Dickinson College.  His graduate degrees from Columbia University include an M.A. (education and international affairs), a Master of International Affairs (M.I.A.), and the Certificate of the Institute of African Studies.  He was an Ed.D. (ABD) candidate at Columbia when he joined the Foreign Service.

Ambassador Hull has received many professional and humanitarian awards as well as recognition in “Who’s Who in American Politics.”  
Kirk J. Beattie 
Professor
Kirk Beattie came to Simmons in 1985 after receiving his MA and PhD in Political Science from The University of Michigan.  His undergraduate education was completed at Kalamazoo College, where he majored in Political Science and minored in French.  Beattie specializes in comparative politics with regional expertise in Middle East and West European politics.  A recipient of numerous national scholarships including a Fulbright-Hays grant, an International Rotary Foundation Fellowship, an American Research Center in Egypt grant, and a Center for Arabic Study Abroad fellowship, he resided in Egypt and France for many years and is fluent in Egyptian Arabic and French.  Beattie made annual contributions to Collier’s Year Book with articles on Egypt and Tunisia.  He is the author of two books on Egyptian politics, Egypt During the Nasser Years (Westview Press, 1994) and Egypt During the Sadat Years (St. Martin’s Press, 2001).  His research focuses on the struggle between rival political ideological currents and the impact of that struggle on political and economic development.  He is also a longtime student of the Arab-Israeli conflict and is consulted by the media on this issue. He is currently working on a book about the role the U.S. Congress plays in policy-making with respect to the Arab-Israeli conflict.  
Leanne Doherty

Assistant Professor and Pre-Law Advisor
Leanne Doherty is an assistant professor of American Politics in the Department of Political Science and International Relations. After receiving a BA in Government from Clark University, she received her Ph.D. from Northeastern University in 2004 with a concentration in public policy.

Professor Doherty’s research focuses on the role that athletics play in political leadership. It explores the idea of athletes as elites in American society and how the disparity between male and female athletes decreases women's status in the social eligibility pool, a key factor in successful achievement of political office. Her latest papers, /Pinned to the Mat: Title IX and the Bush Administration/ and /Survey Says: /Title IX and The Dept. of Education's Email Compliance Survey focus on the recent attacks on Title IX by the Bush Administration and the effect that any changes to Title IX may have on women and leadership positions. She is now working on a new book that examines campaign biographies and the use of athletic experiences to describe leadership qualities for federal legislators. 
Dr. Doherty’s teaching is centered around the American political system, with a concentration on gender and politics, campaigns and elections, and public policy. She is the faculty coordinator of the newly created Barbara Lee Fellows program which matches Simmons students with Massachusetts legislators and local advocacy groups. Prof. Doherty is also the pre law advisor for both undergraduates and alumnae/i.
Catherine Paden
Assistant Professor
Catherine Paden is Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations.  She received her BA from Vassar College, where she majored in Political Science and minored in Africana Studies and Economics.  Before attending graduate school, she worked in Washington, DC for a lobbying organization.  She received her PhD in Political Science in 2006 from Northwestern University.  Paden specializes in American Politics, with a focus on racial politics and interest groups.  Her research examines how underrepresented groups gain political representation.  Paden’s current project assesses how, and why, civil rights organizations have chosen to represent low-income African Americans in the post-civil rights era.  Paden’s teaching interests include American Politics, with concentrations in racial politics, urban politics, parties and interest groups, and social movements.
Ausra Park
Assistant Professor
Ausra Park received her MA in European Studies from College of Europe (Warsaw campus in Poland) and Ph.D. in International Studies from the University of South Carolina. She is a recipient of the German Marshall Fund of the United States Dissertation Research Fellowship, American Councils for International Education (ACTR/ACCELS) Advanced Research Fellowship, and other research grants. 

Professor Park’s research focuses on political leadership and state foreign policymaking processes as well as leaders and their influences on the performance of political institutions they are heading. Her teaching and research interests are centered around Baltic politics, comparative foreign policy, political psychology, Central and East European political developments, post-Communist politics, European Union studies, and democratization. She has published articles in European Security, Eastern European Quarterly, and Journal of Baltic Studies. She is currently preparing her dissertation for publication. Professor Park has lived, conducted research, and traveled extensively throughout Central, Eastern, and Western Europe.
She is teaching Introduction to International Politics, U.S. Foreign Policy, Comparative Foreign Policy, and a new honors course Explosive Mix: When Ethnicity, Religion and Nationalism Collide in the spring semester. 
Cheryl B. Welch [on sabbatical leave 2008-2009]
Professor 
Cheryl Welch received her MA and PhD from Columbia University.  She came to Simmons in 1991 and was tenured and promoted to full professor in 1995.  Her teaching and research interests are in the areas of the history of political thought, the philosophy of the social sciences, liberal and democratic theory, and constitutional jurisprudence.  She is the author of Liberty and Utility: The French Idéologues and the Transformation of Liberalism (1984) and De Tocqueville (2001), and the editor of the Cambridge Companion to Tocqueville (2006) and Critical Issues in Social Theory (with M. Milgate, 1989). She has also written numerous articles on French and British political thought, liberalism, and democracy. Her current work explores the historical tensions between liberalism and imperialism in the nineteenth century. Professor Welch is currently working on a project that explores the origins of human rights discourse in the nineteenth century and the historical tensions between liberalism and imperialism.
Professor Welch taught at Harvard University for nine years and has also taught at Columbia, Rutgers, and Tufts.  She has received research grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Mellon Foundation, and has been a fellow at the Radcliffe Institute, Harvard Law School, and the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the Kennedy School of Government. She is an alumna of Simmons College, where she earned a BA in Government and French and was elected to Academy.

Associated Faculty

Mischa Beckett
Adjunct Instructor in Political Science

Mischa Beckett graduated magna cum laude from Marquette University with a BA in political science and philosophy. She is currently a Ph.D. candidate in the political science department at Boston College. Her dissertation focuses on the quarrel between philosophy and poetry in Aristophanes' Clouds and Plato's Republic. She has taught classes on American politics (winning a Donald J. White excellence in teaching award) and political philosophy. This fall, she will be teaching POLS 103: The Nature of Politics. 

Dan Connell 

Distinguished Lecturer in Communications and Political Science
Dan Connell lectures in journalism and African politics, after spending 30 years working in and writing about Africa.  His reports and commentary have been carried by the BBC, Voice of America, AP, Reuters, The Boston Globe, Foreign Affairs, The Guardian, Middle East Report, The Miami Herald, The Nation, The Review of African Political Economy, and other North American and European media. He has consulted for numerous aid agencies and human rights organizations, including the UN, Freedom House, Oxfam America and Human Rights Watch, and he is the founder and former director of Grassroots International and the founder and current board chair of the Cape Ann Forum. 

A two-time MacArthur Foundation grantee, Professor Connell is the author of six books, including Against All Odds: A Chronicle of the Eritrean Revolution (1997); Rethinking Revolution (2002); a two-volume Collected Articles on the Eritrean Revolution (2003, 2004); and Conversations with Eritrean Political Prisoners (2004). His latest publication is an anthology of articles written by his students at Simmons, Women to Women: Young Americans in South Africa (2006), based upon a study abroad project in May-June 2005.
International Relations Steering Committee*

Raquel Maria Halty

Professor of Foreign Languages and Literature

Raquel María Halty received her MA and PhD in Latin American Literature from Harvard University.  She taught at Northeastern University, Harvard University, and Tufts University before joining the faculty at Simmons College in 1975.  Over the years she has taught a wide variety of courses ranging from Spanish language to cultural history and literature courses. Her research interests include the nexus between politics and literature in Latin America and gender issues, most particularly as seen in fiction.  She has published two books:  Laforgue y Lugones:  Dos poetas de la luna (London:  Tamesis, 1981), Convocación de palabras:  Lectura y redacción (Boston:  Heinle & Heinle, 1991; second edition 2005).  She has presented papers at major conferences and served on various boards and committees.
Sarah Leonard

Assistant Professor of History
Sarah Leonard specializes in modern German history and European cultural history.  She received her PhD in history at Brown University in 2001, and since then she has taught at Western New England College and the University of Pennsylvania, where she was a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in 2002-2003.  Her research interests include European legal history, the history of gender and the family, and urban history.  She is currently completing a book-length manuscript on the creation and application of secular obscenity law in nineteenth-century Germany. 
Steve Ortega
Assistant Professor

Stephen Ortega holds a PhD from the University of Manchester in the United Kingdom. His background is in Middle Eastern and early modern European history, and his research examines social and cultural contact across the Mediterranean in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He teaches both parts of the world history sequence, different courses on the Islamic world and classes on cross-cultural relations.

Niloufer Sohrabji

Assistant Professor of Economics

Niloufer Sohrabji received her Ph.D. in Economics from Boston College. Her research has focused on international economic issues starting with her dissertation on real exchange rate targeting in developing countries. Her papers, "Real Exchange Rate Targeting in Developing Countries", "The Role of the IMF on Global Financial Institutions and Markets" and the "Impact of Credibility on Devaluation Policy" have been presented at international conferences and published in Proceedings.
More recently, Professor Sohrabji has narrowed her focus on real exchange rate and current account issues for Turkey. In April, 2006 her paper “An Intertemporal Benchmark Model for Turkey’s Current Account” was presented by her co-author, Ayla Ogus, at a conference in Izmir, Turkey. The paper is forthcoming in */Empirical Economics/*. Professor Sohrabji is currently working on two projects to do with Turkey, one on predicting an unsustainable current account and the other on
constructing an equilibrium real exchange rate for Turkey and its impact on the Turkish current account.
Professor Sohrabji started her teaching career at Boston College where she taught statistics.  She taught Quantitative Methods and Financial Modeling at Brandeis University in the graduate International Economics and Finance program before joining the Economics Department at Simmons College. Her courses include Principles of Macroeconomics, International Trade, International Monetary Systems, Economic Models and Quantitative Methods and Econometrics.  She recently developed and taught a Comparative Economies of East Asia course. Professor Sohrabji is also a member of the East Asian Studies, International Relations and Honors programs. She has spent a significant amount of time teaching classes outside her discipline in these programs.  She taught the first year Multidisciplinary Core Course for four years.  In the fall of 2004, she taught an interdisciplinary Honors Learning Community. These experiences have significantly contributed to Professor Sohrabji’s growth as a teacher and she was rewarded with the Dean’s Award for Teaching Excellence in 2004.  

*Professors Abuza, Hull and Park are also members of the International Relations Steering Committee.
DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

________________________________________________________________________
Political Science

The field of political science is divided into four subfields: American politics, comparative politics, international politics, and political theory. Collectively, courses in these areas introduce students to the study of the institutions of government, the processes of decision-making (domestic and international), the content of these decisions (public policy), and their impact on society. The field of political science is also concerned with questions of how governments should be constituted and how politics should be carried out.

The study of political science has traditionally provided a solid foundation for careers in government (national, state, and local), diplomacy, law, and business, as well as in teaching and journalism. For this reason, students often choose to combine a major in political science with one of a wide variety of other majors, such as communications, economics, education, English, history, management, psychology, sociology, or international relations.

The curriculum in the Department of Political Science consists of four introductory courses, a wide variety of topics courses, and an advanced seminar. Students in the department are encouraged to undertake internships in government offices and interest groups at the national, state, and local levels. They also have the opportunity to pursue independent research with individual professors. A limited number of juniors are able to spend a semester at the Washington Semester Program of The American University, Washington, DC. The department also encourages students to engage in political science studies abroad.

A Major in Political Science 
[Applies to those students entering the college in 2005-06 and thereafter.]
Requirements: All majors are required to take introductory courses in each of the four sub-fields of political science:

POLS 101 
Introduction to American Politics

POLS 102 
Introduction to International Politics

POLS 103 
The Nature of Politics

POLS 104 
Introduction to Comparative Politics

Students must also take four POLS electives and the senior seminar in political science. The College degree requirement of eight semester hours of independent learning may be met by POLS 350, 355, 370, 380, or 390. The independent study requirement may also be met with one course from another department. With the exception of a seminar, these eight semester hours are in addition to the 36 semester hours required in the political science major.

Honors in Political Science

To become a candidate for honors in political science, a student must have a GPA of 3.67 in political science and must submit a proposal for a thesis to the department in the spring of her junior year. The chair, in consultation with members of the department, will determine candidacy. In addition to the courses listed above, an honors candidate is also required to complete POLS 350 Independent Study followed by POLS 355 Thesis. Graduation with honors in Political Science is based on the assessment of the faculty committee to which the student submits her thesis.

Minor in Political Science

A political science minor consists of three 100-level courses and two courses at the 200-level or above.

Minor in Public Policy Studies

Coordinator: Leanne Doherty

Public policy concerns the actions of governments and the objectives that guide those actions. The 80,000 governments that make up the American system have a profound effect on the daily life of their citizens.

Students are drawn to study public policy for various reasons. Many students may hope to work for local, state, or national governments at some point in their careers. Students who plan to work in the private sector increasingly find that government affects their professional and personal activities. In addition, all students who desire to become more informed citizens find their lives enriched by an appreciation of how, and to what effect, government acts.

The interdisciplinary field of public policy is organized around four related sets of questions:

• Who or what influences the direction of government action?

• What “tools” are available to address societal problems?

• What are the effects of government actions?

• What are the appropriate normative questions about how policy is made
   and what government actually does?

The study of public policy requires a basic grounding in economics and political science. Students are therefore required to take introductory courses in each of those fields. Since the upper-level public policy courses in economics are all microeconomics-based, ECON 100 Principles of Microeconomics is required.

International Relations

The interdisciplinary major in international relations seeks to impart to students an understanding of the political, economic, social, and cultural relations among states as well as the transnational roles of non-state actors.  Such an understanding is critical in today’s world and can support a variety of career options.

The major consists mainly, but not exclusively, of courses in international politics, economics, history, and women’s studies.  The senior year includes an integrative seminar and, if the senior chooses, an internship or independent study.  Students have interned at organizations involved in international relations such as the World Affairs Council, the United Nations, Amnesty International, the International Business Center, Bay Banks International, the offices of US senators, and Grassroots International.  Students are also encouraged to take the following courses in the first or second year:  ECON 100 and 101, HIST 128, and POLS 102.
Major in International Relations 

[Applies to those students entering the college in 2005-2006 and thereafter.]
Language Requirement for International Relations Majors

The international relations major requires a level of proficiency in a modern language beyond that required by the College’s foreign language requirement. Students may indicate their attainment of this enhanced proficiency in one of four ways:

1. A student may complete a second major in a modern language, or may 

minor in a modern language.

2. A student whose native language is not English and is exempt from the 

College foreign language requirement may choose to use her native language to fulfill the language proficiency requirement in international 

relations.

3. Students who choose to use either French or Spanish to fulfill the proficiency 

requirement in international relations must take at least two foreign language courses beyond the College’s foreign language requirement in the same language used to fulfill that requirement. Students who choose to fill the proficiency requirement in Japanese or Chinese must take one language course beyond the College’s foreign language requirement in the same language used to fulfill that requirement. Any language course above the 202 level may be counted as an elective toward a relevant “Area Studies” area of 

elective concentration. 

4. Students whose native language is English, and wish to use a modern 

language not taught at Simmons to fulfill the proficiency requirement in international relations, may petition the International Relations Steering Committee, which will determine whether the level of proficiency in that language meets the requirement. 

Dix Scholars majoring in international relations must fulfill the international relations language requirement.

Students are strongly encouraged to take the following courses in the first or second year: ECON 100 and 101, HIST 128, and POLS 102.

Faculty members of the International Relations Steering Committee are available for advising and supervising independent studies and honors theses.

Requirements for the Major

Core Courses (six total):

HIST 101
World Civilizations II: Colonialism and Post-Colonialism

HIST 128 
Modern Europe: 1789-1989.

POLS 102 
Introduction to International Politics

POLS 220˚
International Organizations and Law

One of the following:

WST 200 
Women, Nation, Culture

ECON 214˚
Women in the World Economy

One of the following:

ECON 218˚
International Trade

ECON 220˚ 
International Monetary Systems

Electives: Three courses in one of the following areas: Global and Human Security, Political Economy and Development, Transnational Issues of Culture and Identity, Geographical Area Studies (see below). Students may substitute courses from other colleges and study abroad programs with special permission. 

Senior Seminar (INLR 390)

Elective Areas in International Relations
Global and Human Security
HIST 203
History of East Asian and US Foreign Relations

HIST 237
Holocaust

HIST 248 
U.S. Foreign Policy: 1898-1945

HIST 249 
U.S. Foreign Policy: 1945-1989

HON 303
HIV/AIDS: The Intersection of Science and Society

POLS 221 
The Arab-Israeli Conflict

POLS 222 
Maps and Marauders: Political Geography
POLS 229
Comparative Foreign Policy
POLS 248 
Terrorism
POLS 249
U.S. Foreign Policy: 1945-to Present 
Political Economy and Development 
ECON 214˚*
Women in the World Economy

ECON 216 ˚
Economic Development

ECON 222˚
Comparative Economies of East Asia

ECON 224˚
The Japanese Economy
POLS 104 
Introduction to Comparative Politics
POLS 225
International Politics of East Asia
POLS 242 
Government and Politics of Africa

POLS 245 
Politics of Newly Industrializing Countries

SOCI 267 
Globalization, Transnationalization, and Cultures of Resistance

Transnational Issues of Culture and Identity

ENG 330
Postcolonial Film 

FREN 316 
Outside France: Perspectives from the French-Speaking World

HON 202
Islam and the West

POLS 247 
The Politics of Religion

SOC 275
South Asia: People and Power

SOC 348 
Re-envisioning the Third World

SPAN 314
Hispanic Culture Through Film

INRL 202**
Special Topics in International Relations

POLS 302**
Special Topics in Political Science

Geographic Area Studies

Students wishing to concentrate their three electives in a geographical area must consult with the IRSC Area Study Advisor and receive formal approval. The Area Study Advisor for 2006-2008 is Professor Raquel Halty of the Department of Modern Languages. She maintains the list of courses that count as IR Area Studies electives and makes judgments about courses taken at other colleges or abroad that may be counted.

˚Prerequisites: For ECON 214, 216, 218, 220, 222, and 224: ECON 100 and 101.

                          For POLS 220: POLS 102 

*If this course is taken as a core course, it may not double count as an elective.

**Depending on the topic, these courses may count in a particular area

Honors in International Relations

To become a candidate for honors in international relations, a student must have a GPA of 3.67 in international relations courses and must submit a proposal for a thesis to the International Relations Steering Committee in the spring of her junior year. The chair, in consultation with members of the Committee, will determine candidacy. In addition to the courses listed above, an honors candidate is also required to complete INRL 350 Independent Study followed by INRL 355 Thesis. Graduation with honors in International Relations is based on the assessment of the faculty committee to which the student submits her thesis.

Minor in International Relations

A minor consists of the following five courses: POLS 102; WST 200 or ECON 214; ECON 218 or 220; HIST 203, POLS 225, or HIST 128; and one elective, to be chosen from any other core course or area elective.

SEMINARS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

________________________________________________________________________________

Departmental seminars are intended to provide students with the opportunity to work in greater depth in a subfield of political science than is possible in lower level course work. The seminar allows students to turn their skills and insights into a final research project that they have, in large part, chosen and designed. In turn, professors in the department are given the opportunity to work closely with students and to make a final assessment of their development. Even if a student has taken a seminar before the senior year, she is expected to take the senior integrative seminar offered in her senior year. A seminar taken earlier may be counted as an elective.

If a student wishes to be exempted from this requirement of taking a seminar in the senior year, she must receive written permission from the department. Under no circumstances, however, will a student be allowed to fulfill her seminar requirement at another institution.

Seminar in Political Science

Political Science normally offers one seminar a year, in the fall semester. It is listed in the catalogue as POLS 390: Senior Integrative Seminar. This senior seminar is required of all seniors majoring in political science. 

The seminar normally meets once a week for in-depth discussion of assigned readings. There are few or no lectures. Students carry much of the responsibility of a seminar.  They must come to class prepared to participate and to raise relevant questions and issues. Reading for a seminar is likely to be heavier than for a 200 level course.

Other than class discussion, the main requirement of a seminar is the production of an independent, in-depth research paper on a topic of the student's choice within the context of the seminar. Seminar papers are to be 20-30 pages in length and should make use not only of assigned readings for the course, but other relevant material. Students must submit a proposal for the paper. The proposal must include an explanation of the topic, a description and justification of how the student intends to frame the question and pursue the research, and a short bibliography. The professor will return the proposals with comments, changes, and recommendations. Papers are submitted on an assigned date during the final examination period on the Simmons calendar.

The purpose of the writing assignment is two-fold: first, to allow students to satisfy their curiosity about a topic that may not be addressed or fully resolved in class, and, second, to learn how to conduct social science research.  With respect to this dual purpose, the papers should be both substantively solid and well argued.

Seminar in International Relations

The seminar in international relations is designed to fulfill the same function as the seminar in political science with the notable exception that the seminar in international relations is conducted by the holder of the Warburg Chair. Thus, students are guaranteed the opportunity of taking the course with a former senior level policymaker in international relations.  The seminar in international relations is also normally offered in the fall semester.
INTERNSHIPS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

____________________________________________________________________

A special aspect of a Simmons education is our internship program. With Boston providing a rich set of choices, the internship program provides students with a unique opportunity to apply their classroom knowledge to actual situations while developing career interests and professional contacts.  The Department also administers the competitive “Barbara Lee Foundation Fellows Program,” open to the entire college. Barbara Lee Fellows receive a stipend and intern with area legislators.  For more information on this program, see Professor Leanne Doherty.
Note: The POLS/IR Internship Advisor for 2008-2009 is Professor Leanne Doherty.
Choosing an Internship

The purpose of an internship in political science and international relations is to provide the student with the opportunity to work in a setting where she will be called upon to apply her knowledge to the policy issues and practices confronting the internship sponsor. Though we recognize that most internships may include some clerical work, the department insists that the main thrust of the internship experience be directed toward the definition, creation and/or application of policies and practices of the internship organization.

All students intending to register for an internship must contact the internship faculty advisor in the Department of Political Science and International Relations before the end of the semester preceding the internship semester. Most students do internships during the spring semester of their senior year; first contact with the internship advisor normally occurs during the first week in November.

The departmental internship advisor maintains a list of prospective internship sites and has the responsibility of contacting individuals at those sites to verify that internships are available.  However, students are not limited to the list. The student should feel free to ask the advisor for help in locating an opportunity more suited to her interests. A prospective intern is required to submit a brief description of her proposed internship to the internship advisor before the internship begins. The advisor reserves the right to reject a proposed site if the work does not meet departmental standards.

Interns are responsible for delivering all relevant information about the internship site to the departmental advisor before the internship begins. This information should include: the name(s) of the on-site supervisor(s), phone numbers, addresses, work hours, and copies of any written material received from the on-site supervisor about work requirements.

The departmental advisor will establish contact with the internship organization before the student's interview, as well as immediately prior to the student's first day on-site to ensure understanding by all parties of the intern's responsibilities and the college's expectations. Furthermore, the internship advisor will maintain contact with the on-site supervisor throughout the semester.

Requirements

It is strongly recommended that students take POLS 212: “Politics Unplugged: How Things Work in Massachusetts” before doing an internship.  Work hours are determined by the number of credit hours of a given internship.  An 8-credit internship requires 16 hours per week of on-site work.  In addition, students are expected to spend at least 5 hours a week on research directed to their final papers. Only on very rare occasions will 16-credit internships be approved.

Interns are required to attend all scheduled internship meetings with the departmental faculty advisor during the semester, as well as to keep her/him informed of the progress of the internship and to discuss the research project. In addition, the departmental advisor will periodically contact the on-site supervisor to discuss the student's progress. 

At the conclusion of the internship, and in addition to the research paper, all interns will be required to submit a brief evaluation of their internship for reference use by students in subsequent semesters.

Research Paper

Each intern must complete a research paper focusing on a substantive issue relevant to the internship. The intention of this requirement is to encourage the student to frame her experience in terms of the issues and debates of political science or international relations. The paper must extend the internship experience beyond the daily responsibilities of the site. It must not be simply an account of the internship activities.

The research paper should be 15 pages in length and on a topic approved by the departmental advisor. Students must submit a short written proposal stating the topic and material to be explored. Final papers should be submitted one week prior to the last day of classes.

In general, the research paper should include the following:

· a clear statement of the issue(s) to be investigated,

· a review of relevant literature about the issue,
· a statement of the analytical approach that will be used and the data on which the analysis will be based,
· the analysis of the issue,

· conclusion(s).
Oral Presentation

Towards the end of the semester in which the student interns, the department will have a panel session at which each intern will provide an oral review of her internship, and of the material presented in her paper.    

The presentation should be well organized and given in PowerPoint.  It is important that those attending the session gain a clear idea of the purpose and results of the research. The experience is intended to give interns practice in oral articulation of ideas in a friendly, but somewhat formal setting. The presentation should be prepared and delivered with care and professionalism.

Grading

The final grade for the internship will be based on the evaluation of the on-site supervisor, the student's performance in meeting all obligations of the internship, and the research paper. It is presumed that the student will meet all due dates, will attend all required meetings, and will provide a well-prepared oral review of her research findings; failure to meet these requirements may result in a lowered grade. 

SENIOR THESIS

____________________________________________________________________

To graduate with "honors" in political science or international relations, a student must complete a thesis. A student with a minimum grade point average of 3.67 in her major and approval of the department may elect to write an honors thesis. The thesis in political science or international relations is an essay of 50-70 pages written over the course of two semesters. The first semester, the student who has obtained departmental approval to write a thesis will register for either POLS 350 or INRL 350 (Independent Study); the second semester, the student will register for either POLS 355 or INRL 355 (Thesis). An eligible student wishing to write a thesis must submit a proposal to the Political Science faculty or to the International Relations Steering Committee in the spring of her junior year. One member of the department or Steering Committee must agree to act as supervisor for the thesis. 

There are several deadlines that must be met in order to ensure successful completion of a senior thesis:

1. END OF SPRING SEMESTER, JUNIOR YEAR: The student should submit a 3-5 page proposal including a description of the topic, a statement of the hypothesis, and a preliminary bibliography.

2. END OF SEPTEMBER, SENIOR YEAR: The student should have an outline of the thesis and a bibliography.

3. END OF FALL EXAM PERIOD, SENIOR YEAR: The student should hand in draft of the first chapter, or some comparable piece of work.

4. LAST WEEK OF MARCH, SENIOR YEAR: The entire first draft is due.

5. LAST DAY OF SPRING TERM, SENIOR: Three copies of the finished thesis are due in the departmental office.

6. SPRING EXAMINATION PERIOD, SENIOR YEAR:  an oral examination will be scheduled during the spring exam period. Normally three members of the department will examine the student on the thesis.

The student's grade will be based on the thesis and the oral defense. Merely completing an acceptable thesis does not automatically ensure an honors grade. The work must be judged worthy of honors by the department acting as a group. Students who do not meet the fall schedule or whose progress is judged unsatisfactory in the first term, will not be allowed to register for POLS/INRL 355 in the spring.

STUDENT HONORS AND AWARDS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

____________________________________________________________________

Departmental Honors

Students who successfully write and defend a thesis judged worthy of honors by the Department will graduate with honors in political science or international relations.

Departmental Recognition
The Department bestows "recognition" on certain graduating students who have distinguished themselves within the majors of political science or international relations, demonstrated by exceptionally high GPA and general academic excellence. An honors thesis is not required to receive "departmental recognition".
Departmental Awards

Department awards are announced at the Senior/Faculty Banquet in the spring. The Department typically gives the following four awards:


Political Science Awards:

· The Carroll F. Miles Award -- Bestowed on the outstanding student in Political Science

· The Roy M. Tollefson Award -- Conferred on a student of high academic achievement in political science who has made the greatest contribution to the Department's academic and co-curricular programs.

International Relations Awards:

· The James P. Warburg Award -- Bestowed on the outstanding student in International Relations.

· The Dag Hammarsjold Award -- In recognition of service and scholarship in the International Relations major.

STUDENT/FACULTY RELATIONS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

____________________________________________________________________

The Advising System

Each political science and international relations major is assigned a faculty advisor by the department chair when she declares her major. We strongly urge any student considering becoming a major to make an appointment with the chair to talk about her interests and needs. The chair can then assign her to a compatible faculty member. Those interested in a minor in political science and international relations should also talk to the department chair.

It is the student’s responsibility to make an appointment to see her faculty advisor at least twice a year, usually during pre-registration periods. If, for some urgent reason, a student must register without speaking with her advisor, she should email him or her, listing the courses for which she has registered. It is the responsibility of the faculty advisor to be accessible to students during posted weekly office hours, and to hold adequate office hours during registration periods.  

Because departments at Simmons are small, faculty usually get to know students well through informal as well as formal contacts. The faculty also sponsors activities specifically for majors that bring together professors, students, and those in the Simmons community interested in political theory and practice.

The Political Science and International Relations Liaison

The vitality of the extra-curricular program in political science depends to a large extent on the energy and initiative of the Political Science and International Relations Liaison, a group of students who constitute themselves each year to sponsor faculty/student activities. 

Official student liaisons receive some funding from the Student Activities Committee and often undertake other fund-raising activities during the year. The Liaison is a wonderful way to form lasting mentor relationships with professors, to make contacts with other students, to develop leadership qualities, and to make one's undergraduate experience more exciting intellectually and rewarding personally. 


STUDY AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS

________________________________________________________________________
Study Abroad 

The Department encourages students to study abroad or to spend a semester at the Washington Semester Program at American University. It is imperative that students make all arrangements in the semester prior to their departure so that there are no problems with credits or requirements upon their return to Simmons. The Study Abroad Coordinator, Vito Grillo, maintains a library of study abroad opportunities and is knowledgeable about the many programs available. He or Robin Melavalin, the Director of Study Abroad, will work with the student and her adviser to choose the most appropriate program. Each student should have her courses approved by the department prior to her departure. The department decides what courses, if any, meet departmental requirements. To make an appointment, please call Vito Grillo, extension 2181 or Robin Melavalin, extension 2490.  
The Washington Semester

The Washington Semester Program is available to political science and international relations majors on a competitive basis. American University offers various programs (American Government, Justice, Foreign Policy, Economics, etc.), which are integrated with internships in the Washington area. Students interested in the Washington Semester Program should contact Professor Leanne Doherty, extension 2581. Past participants in the Washington Semester Program have benefited enormously from the experience and typically return to Simmons College invigorated and focused.

FORMS

________________________________________________________________________________

The following forms are tracking sheets, designed to allow students to chart their progress towards graduation goals within the Political Science and International Relations Departments.
Name:__________________________________________ Advisor:_________________________________

Other major/minor:______________________________________
Political Science Major 

EACH of the following is required:

	
	
	Fall/Spring 
	Year

	POLS 101
	Introduction to American Politics
	
	

	POLS 102
	Introduction to International Politics
	
	

	POLS 103
	The Nature of Politics
	
	

	POLS 104
	Introduction to Comparative Politics
	
	


20 additional semester hours in political science - including 4 electives and the senior seminar are required: 
	
	
	Fall/Spring Sem
	Year

	POLS 390
	Senior Seminar
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Recommended courses and extra electives:

	
	
	Fall/Spring
	Year

	ECON 100
	Principles of Microeconomics
	
	

	ECON 101
	Principles of Macroeconomics
	
	

	MATH 118
	Statistics
	
	

	
	
	
	


Student Name:_______________________________________Advisor:_____________________________
Other Major/Minor:____________________________________________
International Relations Major 
EACH of the following is required:

	
	
	Fall/ Spring
	Year

	POLS 102
	Introduction to International Politics
	
	

	POLS 220
	International Organizations (Prereq: POLS 102)
	
	

	HIST 101
	World Civilizations II: Colonialism and Post-Colonialism
	
	

	HIST 128
	Modern Europe: 1789-1989
	
	

	INRL 390
	Senior Seminar
	
	

	ECON 100
	Principles of Microeconomics
	
	

	ECON 101
	Principles of Macroeconomics
	
	


ONE of the following is required:
	WST 200
	Issues in International Women’s Studies
	
	

	ECON 214
	Women in the World Economy
	
	


ONE of the following is required:
	ECON 218
	International Trade
	
	

	ECON 220
	International Monetary Systems
	
	


THREE courses in ONE of the following areas are required.  Please circle your elective area of concentration.

	· Political Economy and Development
	· Global and Human Security

	· Transnational Issues of Culture and Identity
	· Area Studies: ______________________________

                                          Approval of Area Studies Advisor


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Language Requirement:

Language: ___________________________________
How proficiency demonstrated

A. Exempt (English is my second language)

B. Course work at Simmons _______________________________________________

C. Other _______________________________________________________________
Student Name:

___________________________________

Other Major/Minor:
___________________________________

Advisor:  


___________________________________

Political Science Minor
The Political Science minor consists of five (5) courses:
1.  Three of the following:
	
	Date Completed

	POLS 101
	Introduction to American Politics
	

	POLS 102
	Introduction to International Politics
	

	POLS 103
	Nature of Politics
	

	POLS 104
	Introduction to Comparative Politics
	


2.  Two electives at or above the 200 Level
	
	
	Course #
	
	Course Title
	
	Date Completed

	1.)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.)
	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes: 

Student Name:

___________________________________

Other Major/Minor:
___________________________________

Advisor:  


___________________________________

International Relations Minor

The IR Minor consists of five (5) courses.





     Date











            Completed

1.  Required:


POLS 102
Introduction to International Politics



___________

2.  One of the following:


WST 200
Issues in International Women's Studies



____________


ECON 214
Women in the World Economy




____________

3.  One of the following:


ECON 218
International Trade





____________


ECON 220
International Monetary Systems




____________

4.  One of the following:


HIST 101
World Civilizations II: Colonialism and Post-Colonialism

____________

HIST 128
Modern Europe: 1789-1989




____________

5.  One elective, to be chosen from any other core course or area elective.


    Course #


             Course Title
          
         
           Date Completed

___________
    _________________________________________

____________

Notes:
Paper Checklist:

 Courses in Political Science and International Relations

The political science and international relations faculty have agreed that all papers must meet these minimal requirements.
	Is it typed, 12 pt., double-spaced, with margins of at least 1 inch?


	

	Does it have a title? Your title does not have to be clever, but it should at least alert the reader to the content of the paper (NOT “Second assigned essay in Professor X’s class”).

	

	Does it include the course name and number and name of professor?

	

	Does it include your name?  

	

	Are the pages stapled?


	

	Is it properly cited?  You may use either Chicago or MLA citation, according to the professor’s preference. 

· See LB Brief, 2nd ed., pp. 471-516 for MLA documentation and format.

· See LB Brief website for Chicago documentation and format: http://wps.ablongman.com/long_aaron_lbch_5/0,7988,823125-,00.html
· See also the following Simmons library link for shortened guides to MLA and Chicago: 
http://my.simmons.edu/library/bibliography/index.html

	

	Have you included a bibliography or “works cited”?


	

	Have you checked for spelling?

	

	Have you proofread carefully for typos and grammar mistakes?
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