ENGLISH DEPARTMENT LEARNING GOALS
for the undergraduate major

March 2, 2011

1. (Basic disciplinary skills) Students will be able to read closely and critically, write critical essays driven by their own insights in conversation with those of published scholars, do research independently, reflect critically on their own analytical thinking, talk intelligently about their insights in discussions or formal presentations.

2. (Basic disciplinary content) Students will be able to think about literature on the basis of a reasonably broad knowledge of individual literary works, literary history in different periods (both British and American), and literary or critical theories. 

3. (Critical-historical awareness) Students will be able to discuss how literary works fit into the context of their times and grow out of a society with a particular history and politics. Students will be able to discern the complex relationship of representation to issues of power in relation to race, class, gender, and sexuality. 
4. (Life skills after graduation) Students will be able to write insightfully, read closely, think critically, and do independent research in ways that serve them after graduation, in a variety of career paths or further degree programs. They will be especially aware of the power of language and discourse to shape thought and action. 

5. (Caring about literature as art) Students will be able to recognize, appreciate, and express original insights regarding the artfulness of literary works. Some will be able to pursue the creation of such art works on their own. 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT LEARNING GOALS 

for the M.A. program

March 2, 2011

1. Students will be able to participate knowledgeably and fluently in the professional conversation about ideas, texts and writers. They will be able to use their sophisticated skills in research and self-critical analytical thinking to produce insightful critical essays. They will be able to speak intelligently about their insights in discussions or formal presentations.

2. Students will demonstrate depth and breadth of knowledge about American, English and world literature in English, and about literary history. They will be able to identify and apply the theoretical concepts and discourses that contribute to the current scholarship and conversation in the field. 

3. Students will be able to recognize the temporal, social, political and historical contexts of literature and will possess understanding of the complex relationships of representation to historical issues of power in relation to categories such as race, class, gender and sexuality. 

4. Students will be able to write insightfully, read closely, think critically, and do independent research in ways that serve them in a variety of career paths or further degree programs. They will be especially aware of the power of language and discourse to shape thought and action. 

5. Students will be able to recognize, appreciate, and express original insights regarding the artfulness of literary works. Some will be able to pursue the creation of such art works on their own. 

