
The Handbook for English Majors at Simmons College

INTRODUCTION

A DESCRIPTION OF THE MAJOR

There are two options for completing the ten-course English major: the Writing Option (which counts two writing courses toward the major) and the Literature Option. Ten courses are required for each option. All English majors are required to take English 199 and English 200. English 199, Approaches to Literature, introduces students to basic methods of literary analysis. English 200, Introduction to Theory, is an introduction to critical theory. It builds on 199 and asks students to construct critically-nuanced analyses of texts from a variety of critical perspectives. Prospective English majors can take 199 as early as the first term of their first year at Simmons; the course will be offered every fall. English 200 is an advanced course in critical theory, open only to students with sophomore standing and above who have taken 199. 

MINOR IN ENGLISH

To minor in English, the student will elect five courses from departmental offerings, at least one of them at the 200 or 300 level.

MAJOR IN ENGLISH

See checklist on the following page.
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CHECKLIST FOR THE ENGLISH MAJOR (10 COURSES)

(for Majors declaring after Spring 2010)

REQUIRED OF ALL MAJORS

1___ ENG 199: Approaches to Literature

2___ ENG 200: Introduction to Theory

WRITING OPTION: EIGHT MORE COURSES

NOTE: TWO OF THE TEN COURSES MUST BE 300-LEVEL LITERATURE SEMINARS

Two writing courses (105, 107, 109, 305, 350)

3___

4___

5___ One course: Any Literature before 1610 (111, 112, 121, 321, 326)

6___ One course:  English Literature 1610-1800 (231, 243, 342)

7___ One course:  19th Century English Literature (235, 254, 304, 306, 307, 311)

8___ One course: American Literature before 1900 (161, 162, 235, 274, 312, 320)

9___ One course: Multi-Ethnic Literature (163, 176, 178, 220, 251, 275, 308, 316, 317, 323)

ANY OTHER LITERATURE (NOT WRITING) COURSE

10 ___

LITERATURE OPTION: EIGHT MORE COURSES

 (NOTE: TWO OF THE TEN COURSES MUST BE 300-LEVEL LITERATURE SEMINARS)

3___ One course: Any Literature before 1610 (111, 112, 121, 321, 326)

4___ One course: English Literature 1610-1800 (231, 243, 342)

5___ One course: 19th Century English Literature (235, 254, 304, 306, 307, 311)

6___ One course: American Literature before 1900 (161, 162, 235, 274, 312, 320)

7___ One course: Multi-Ethnic Literature (163, 176, 178, 220, 251, 275, 308, 316, 317, 323)

ANY THREE OTHER LITERATURE (NOT WRITING) COURSES

8___

9 ___

10___

ALL COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS

1___ Creative & Performing Arts


2___ Language, Literature & Culture

3___ Quantitative Reasoning



4___ Scientific Inquiry

5___ Social & Historical Perspectives

6___ Psychological & Ethical Development

___Foreign Language

___Math Competency

Independent Learning:  Must total 8 semester hours and may include a combination of the following courses:

350: Independent Study (4 hrs)

350 + 355: Senior Thesis (8 hrs)

380: Field Work (4 hrs)*

370: Internship or Student Teaching (4-8 hrs)*

390: Seminar in Literary Scholarship (4 hrs)

Independent Learning in a 300-level course (4 hrs – discuss with instructor)*

*Internship/Field Work (370/380) does not count toward the ten courses required for the major.

*Independent work in a 300-level course does not carry additional credit hours beyond the four credits for the 300-level course.

Semester Hours Needed to Graduate: 128

TEN COURSES ARE A MINIMUM, NOT A MAXIMUM

By a long-standing agreement of the faculty, a major at Simmons may require no more than forty credits (ten courses). This makes our English major less comprehensive than English majors at many other colleges. We would thus encourage you to think of the requirements as a floor rather than a ceiling. Our English majors who go on to graduate school in this field have often graduated with more than ten English courses—sometimes as many as sixteen. Taking more than two courses at the 300 level is particularly advisable if you plan to go on to graduate school in English.  

300-LEVEL COURSES IN ENGLISH

English majors are required to complete at least two 300-level literature seminars. These courses offer the study of literature at the level the faculty feels a student should attain by the time she completes an undergraduate English major. There are usually a substantial number of graduate students in a 300-level course, and the course is designed with that combined student population in mind. A 300-level English course assumes that the student knows how to write a critical paper, that she is ready to make use of criticism and theory written by others, and to enter into a theoretically informed discussion about literature. All undergraduate English majors will have taken English 199 before enrolling in a 300-level seminar; some 300-level classes also require English 200 as a prerequisite. Students in a 300-level course are expected to take greater responsibility and work more independently than in lower level classes. In true seminar fashion, students may be asked to introduce works that have been read, make critical presentations, or lead class discussions. One can justifiably claim that success in a 300-level course shows mastery of an English major’s skills.

INDEPENDENT LEARNING AND THE ENGLISH MAJOR

The independent learning requirement is one of the hallmarks of a Simmons education. Independent learning allows for a rigorous intellectual experience that enables the student to attain both depth and practice in her chosen discipline, to sustain a longer term project on her own initiative, and to connect her academic work with future employment or graduate study. The independent learning requirement constitutes a minimum of eight semester hours of a student’s program and no more than sixteen semester hours.  There are three ways to gain independent learning credit in English:

1. In conjunction with a 300-level course (see the form on the following page)

2. By completing an independent study project (English 350) supervised by a professor in the department

3. By registering for and completing English 390, the Seminar in Literary Scholarship

4. By writing a thesis (English 355) (see page 4)

5. By doing an internship or fieldwork project in conjunction with the CEC (see page 5)

All types of independent learning should increase a student’s ability to conceptualize, organize, and synthesize ideas at the same time that they reinforce written and other forms of communication skills. Independent learning emphasizes student initiative, planning, and implementation on a contractual basis and should encourage autonomy, the development of confidence and discipline, and the strengthening of creative problem solving skills through an active learning process. In order to ensure the highest academic quality, students in experiential and independent learning courses receive ongoing supervision by faculty members with relevant expertise. While students have primary responsibility for the success of these courses, independent learning should include regularly scheduled conferences and/or group meetings, frequent evaluation of student performance by an instructor and a site supervisor (if applicable), and communication between the faculty and the supervisor to support the academic and professional development of the student. It is important that independent learning experiences advance a student’s learning further than is possible in the existing curriculum, either by testing theory in an experimental setting or by exploring material in more depth or with more refined methods of inquiry. Students usually satisfy their independent learning requirement in their major; however, a student may develop, with the consent of her advisor and department, such an activity in any discipline appropriate to her program.
REPORT OF STUDENT COMPLETING INDEPENDENT LEARNING REQUIREMENT IN CONJUNCTION WITH A 300-LEVEL COURSE

Students may complete four semester hours of the College’s eight-hour independent learning requirement by doing a special project in conjunction with an appropriate 300-level English course. Such projects ordinarily involve a written report on additional independent research or some critical investigation that reaches beyond the scope of the work required in the course syllabus and leads to a paper demonstrating advanced knowledge in this field. The independent learning requirement emphasizes student initiative, planning, and implementation of the project on a contractual basis with a faculty member. 

Interested students are urged to consult with the instructor of the prospective 300-level course before the end of the preceding semester. The student must submit a project proposal to the instructor of the course and obtain formal approval before the end of the fourth week of classes. After successful completion of the project, the instructor and Department Chair will sign this form; copies will be sent to the Registrar and kept in the student’s and in the department’s files.

*Independent work in a 300-level course satisfies half of the College’s independent learning requirement but does not carry additional credit hours beyond the four credits for the 300-level course.

Project Proposal (describe below)

Student’s name ____________________________________

Student’s Signature _________________________________

Instructor’s Signature ______________________________ Date ______

The following signatures attest to successful completion of the Independent Study project:

Instructor’s Signature ______________________________ Date ______

Semester hours of Independent Study Credit ______

Chair’s signature ____________________________________

ENGLISH 355, SENIOR THESIS

English 355, Directed Study: Senior Thesis, must be preceded by four semester hours of related English 350, Independent Study. Typically, students elect English 350 in the fall semester of their senior year, followed by English 355 in the spring. This year-long project of independent research culminates in the senior thesis, a substantial (approximately 50-page) paper which demonstrates command of the primary and secondary material in the field of inquiry, independent thinking, and advanced skills in research, organization, and expression.  (The senior thesis can be a creative writing project; like any other thesis project, it will require departmental approval.)

Procedures for Completion of English 355
1. By April 1 of Junior Year: Student plans her project with an advisor and submits a written application for English 350 and 355 to the English department. The application should identify the proposed subject matter, research design, objective, and preliminary reading list. After departmental approval is granted, the student may register for English 350.

2. Summer before Senior Year: Student does preliminary reading in the primary material and refines her proposed project.

3. Fall Semester Senior Year:  Student takes English 350 and spends the semester continuing primary research and doing basic critical reading and biographical and historical background as needed. This semester is spent learning about the specific field and focusing the project. English. 350 should include short papers and culminate in a detailed (approximately five-page) proposal for the thesis, along with a preliminary annotated bibliography. Upon completion of 350, the student and her advisor will determine whether she is eligible to enroll in 355. Students who have not completed satisfactory proposals and bibliographies will not be permitted to continue on to the thesis.

4. Spring Semester Senior Year: Student enrolls in 355 and writes the thesis. The first draft is due by the end of the sixth week of the semester. It will be read by the advisor and the second reader and returned to the student before the spring vacation with suggestions for revision. The final draft must be submitted to both readers by the end of the twelfth week of classes. The student should submit the original and one copy of the thesis to the Department. (These copies will not be returned to the writer. One copy will go to College Archives, and the department will keep the other for departmental files.)

The form of the thesis should be as follows:

1. Endnotes and bibliography according to the MLA Style Manual

2. For title page, consult advisor.

Evaluation of English 355

1. The thesis advisor serves as the first reader and carries the major responsibility for supervising the project and evaluating the completed thesis.

2. The second reader is chosen by the advisor in consultation with the student, either from the English Department or from a department relevant to the subject of the thesis. The second reader should be involved in the project from the beginning in an advisory capacity. The second reader will read and comment on the proposal, the first draft, and the final draft, and will assist the thesis advisor in evaluating the completed thesis.

3. Oral exam at the option of the department.

INTERNSHIP AND FIELD EXPERIENCE

The English department offers its concentrators the opportunity to take a a four or an eight-credit internship (English 370) or a four-credit fieldwork experience (English 380). Recent internships in the English department include: 

Teen Voices Magazine

Northeast Performer Magazine

Charlesbridge Publishing

Actors' Shakespeare Project

Boston Casting Co.

Community Legal Services and Counseling Center (Cambridge)

Boston Phoenix

Make-a-Wish Foundation

Brookline Community Center for the Arts

Horn Book Magazine

The Weekly Dig

Candlewick Publishing

Blackwell Publishing

Boston Ballet

Horticulture Magazine

Internships are typically pursued in the senior year, most often in the spring semester, and are designed to demonstrate to the student how her academic skills—the ability to conduct research, write, and edit—may be used in professional settings. Students majoring in English would enroll in English 370 and HUM 370.

The student spends 2-2 1/2 hours a week for each hour of academic credit; thus a 4-credit field experience requires 8-10 hours in the office, an 8-credit internship 16-20 hours. The student is assigned her duties by the employer (mentor/supervisor) to whom she reports.
On campus, the student registers and participates in HUM 370, which meets approximately eight times a term, for one and one half hours each session. Interns are required to complete four assignments for evaluation: a work plan with individual training goals, a weekly e-journal, a commentary paper or creative project, and a career portfolio. The students end the semester with a 10-minute oral presentation about their internship experience. 

In order to locate the best internship opportunity, it is important to start early, at least the semester before you would like to locate your internship. The first step is to identify your interests, values, and skills and how they relate to internship options. The professionals in the Career Education Center, P304, will help you learn more about your career and internship options. Make an appointment by calling 617-521-2488.

After you find an internship, then you’ll need departmental consent (from the chair or your adviser) to register for English 370 and HUM 370.  Both classes are required, though HUM 370 is not credit bearing.

ENGLISH LIAISON

The English Liaison is the organization of English majors officially charged with planning and sponsoring activities for English concentrators and interested students. Each spring, the liaison meets to elect new officers for the following academic year. The four officers and their functions are as follows:

President: Sets agendas and convenes meetings; represents the liaison at SGA meetings and at department meetings

Vice-President: Assists the president in all activities

Secretary: In charge of all communications with Liaison members, the department, and other groups; takes notes at meetings and keeps the Liaison bulletin board current

Treasurer: Keeps the liaison books, handles all financial arrangements (vendors, reimbursements for expenses, payment of bills)

In past years, the liaison has organized biannual Open Houses at which interested students may meet members of the English Department and discuss courses prior to registration. In addition to these activities, past liaisons have organized fundraising events (bake sales and vendors), and discussion groups with faculty. The liaison fosters a sense of community among English majors. You can meet the students in your classes in an informal environment and enjoy working together on activities of mutual interest. All majors, minors, and other interested students are eligible to belong. Contact the department to indicate your interest in participating. 

SIDELINES

Sidelines, the student literary magazine, is published twice a year and features short stories, poems, photographs, and graphic arts by students (and occasionally staff, faculty, and outside contributors). The magazine is edited by a student board, which does everything from soliciting work and deciding what goes in a given issue to designing typeface and layout and seeing the copy through the printing and binding process. Working on Sidelines is a good experience, not just for writers, but also for anyone interested in the many facets of publication.

ENGLISH AND THE PROFESSIONAL WOMAN
What can an English Major do after college? For many years the simplest answer to this question was, “Teach English.” While that’s still true to a certain extent, it has become clear in the last few years that people who handle admissions for graduate schools and people who do hiring in the fields of law, government, business, journalism, and the arts are above all interested in candidates who can think clearly, solve problems, and communicate with others in written or spoken forms. “Send us your English Majors!” is the message we’re getting from law schools, business schools, even medical schools, and from newspapers, law firms, public relations firms, government agencies, private corporations, advertising agencies, high tech companies, and human service operations like Greenpeace and Oxfam. 

Here’s a partial list of careers recent Simmons English majors have pursued:

Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Delaware, director of American Express tours to China, Market Support Analyst with Xerox, editor of the Virginia Journal of International Law, founder of her own New York consulting firm, Museum Specialist in Ceramics for the Freer Gallery of Oriental Art,  copywriter for a large Boston advertising firm,  director of public relations for a large hospital, freelance writer, newspaper reporter, legislative assistant to Senator Leahy of Vermont, librarian at the Boston Architectural center, MA candidate at the NYU film school,  High School English teacher who has begun a second career as a technical writer.

And the list could go on and on. 

And here are some things our graduates say about their experiences on the job market:

“I continue to maintain that the study of English is a good way to learn about life, a good basis for building a life, and extremely satisfying for its own sake. Given the possession of respectable intelligence and other skills required by one’s chosen profession, a liberal arts background in English can improve one’s chances of surviving and moving up in the business or academic world.” 

“I think that my English major gave me a foundation as a good writer. More than that, and I think more important, is that studying literature helped to teach me how to sift through the superficial and to get to the heart of the matter. And doing this is one of the most important parts of my job.”

“The major in English gave me a definite edge in applying for the position with the National Association of Banking Women. It is still true today that writing is a tremendous asset; there are a lot of individuals who have been through college and quite frankly, cannot express themselves either orally or on paper.”

“I feel strongly that an English major is an invaluable complement to any other field of study and having that degree sets you apart from job competitors. A Communications/English major has an advantage over a straight Communications major in many situations.”

“For me, a liberal arts education—especially an English major—was key to my life.”

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT FACULTY
Renee Bergland teaches American literature and culture, including19th- century American poetry and prose, women’s writing, Native American studies, literary and cultural theory, and a broad range of American Studies and Gender/Cultural Studies courses. Her first book, The National Uncanny: Indian Ghosts and American Subjects, was published in 2000. Her second, Maria Mitchell and the Sexing of Science: An Astronomer Among the American Romantics, was published in 2008.  Philosophies of Sex: New Essays on Julia Ward Howe’s Hermaphrodite will be published in 2011.  Her newer scholarly projects focus on Emily Dickinson’s planetary poetics and American women of genius in Italy in the nineteenth century.

Pamela S. Bromberg is the director of the Graduate English Program and teaches courses in 18th century English literature, Romantic poetry, the English novel, women’s studies, and postmodern and postcolonial fiction. Her scholarly work focuses on women writers, and she has published articles on Jane Austen, Lillian Hellman, Margaret Atwood, Margaret Drabble, and the Nigerian novelist Buchi Emecheta.

Sheldon George teaches courses in 19th century to contemporary American literature.  He specializes in African-American literature and Lacanian psychoanalytic theory.  His recent scholarly publications include psychoanalytic readings of African-American racial identity, Toni Morrison’s novel Beloved, and the literature of Stephen Crane and American realism.  Professor George is the current faculty advisor to the English Liaison.

Kelly Hager is Associate Professor of English and Women’s & Gender Studies and specializes in Victorian literature, children’s literature, and televisual studies.  She is the author of Dickens and the Rise of Divorce: The Failed-Marriage Plot and the Novel Tradition and of articles on children’s literature and canon formation, the Brontës and adolescence, the body in children’s literature, and the Five Little Peppers.  She also teaches in the graduate programs in Children’s Literature and Gender/Cultural Studies.
Suzanne Leonard teaches classes in twentieth-century fiction and film. Her specialties include women's literature and media, feminist theory, film studies, American popular culture, and ethnic fiction. She is the author of a book-length study of the film Fatal Attraction.

Cathryn Mercier teaches graduate courses in children’s literature. Her research focuses on the picturebook and the young adult novel.  She is also the associate dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and director of the Center for the Study of Children’s Literature.

Lowry Pei has taught writing and literature for 30 years; he has written novels, short stories, personal essays, literary criticism, and other non-fiction. To sample his work, see the novel Family Resemblances (Random House, 1986), which you will find in the college library, or visit his website, www.lowrypei.com.  On the website, all of his fiction, including seven novels, and much of his non-fiction, is available for download, full text in PDF format, at no charge.

J. Douglas Perry is the chair of the English department.  He teaches courses in 19th and 20th century American literature.

Afaa Michael Weaver (Michael S. Weaver) is a poet, playwright, short fiction writer, journalist, editor, and translator.  In translation, he works in Chinese and focuses on contemporary Chinese poetry.  He teaches Creative Writing, African American Literature, World Drama, and Modern Poetry.  At Brown University (1985-87) he did his graduate work under Paula Vogel, Michael S. Harper, Keith Waldrop, and the late George H. Bass, secretary to Langston Hughes and executor of the Hughes estate.  Professor Weaver has published eleven books of poetry and had two plays produced professionally.  His website is: www.afaamweaver.com
Richard Wollman teaches Renaissance literature, Shakespeare, the Bible, Greek Mythology, 20th-century poetry, and Creative Writing.  He is the author of two books of poetry A Cemetery Affair and Evidence of Things Seen.  He is also the Faculty Adviser to Sidelines, the Simmons College literary and art magazine.
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