YEAR I PSYCHOSOCIAL ASSESSMENT ASSIGNMENT - WINTER

(Due 2nd Friday in January)

Psychosocial Assessment: Writing a narrative assessment is a skill you will use throughout your social work career. It is important to communicate the information in an organized, brief but thorough format, with clear, concise language. This assignment is used by your advisor to evaluate your ability to gather and organize pertinent information, to write a formulation, and to design a plan of intervention.

Assignment: Please complete a 2 page typed, double-spaced psychosocial assessment for a current or recent client. Do not turn in a copy of a psychosocial assessment completed for practice class since it includes material that would not be appropriate in an agency record. Do not Xerox an agency record since it is unethical to take a confidential record out of the agency.  If, as part of agency requirements, you routinely do psychosocial assessments, you may use your agency’s format. If the agency uses a brief "checklist" format, please provide the additional information in narrative format (paragraph style) using the outline in the Field Manual or one suggested by your supervisor. If your agency does not require psychosocial assessments use this opportunity to complete one and discuss it with your supervisor. You should plan to complete at least four in-depth assessments during the year to build practice knowledge and as preparation for your advanced placement.
Because the type of information gathered will reflect your agency’s service mandate and your social work role, we expect there will be variations in the details.  For example, in some agencies, like public schools, you may have a limited family history compared to adult or family oriented agencies. In hospital settings the client may be seen briefly and therefore the assessment is focused on current functioning.  The assessment should end with your formulation of the presenting issue and your intervention plan.

See Appendix I in Field Education Manual for a Psychosocial Assessment Outline.

Do Not include references to classroom readings. This should follow an agency documentation format.

A grade of incomplete in SW 446 will be assigned if a student doesn't complete this assignment.
______________________________________________________________________________________
“All social workers are required to adhere to HIPAA regulations regarding client information outside the agency setting. Please delete identifying information.”
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Appendices can also be found at: http://simmons.edu/ssw/academics/field-education/index.shtml

