
DNP Core Courses 
 
NUR 650:   Health Policy (3) 
 

The primary objective of this course is to empower the DNP student with the 
tools to influence health policy.  The course will analyze the legal, ethical and 
social issues inherent in policy development.  Students will consider the many 
dimensions of the present health care crisis such as cost, access, equity, 
quality, globalization and provision of care to an aging population.  Students 
will also learn the presentation of policy analyses in written, graphic and oral 
forms. 
 

NUR 660:   Evidence-based Practice/Nursing Informatics (3) 
 

This course will provide the student with the skills to evaluate and apply the 
best available evidence-based knowledge and technology in solving clinical 
practice problems.  The student will learn critical appraisal skills to determine 
the quality and applicability of information for practice.  The use of electronic 
medical records, including implementation and implications for practice, will 
be considered. 
 

NUR 620:      Ethical and Legal Issues for Advanced Practice (3) 
 

This course will address the underlying historical, philosophical and 
theoretical perspectives in ethics from a biomedical and nursing perspective. 
Ethical issues will be addressed in a case-based approach.  Students will attend 
ethics rounds and participate in ethics advisory boards at health care facilities.  
The course will also explore legal issues in advanced practice and in the health 
care system.  Topics will include scope of practice, state and federal practice 
regulations, risk management/malpractice, and legal issues in practice 
ownership/management. 

 
NUR 630:   Leadership/Management in Advanced Practice (3) 
 

This course is designed to advance the student’s ability to use leadership and 
management theory in nursing practice within current and emerging 
organizational systems.  The course will provide students with an introduction 
to the theories and experience in practice of a key role of leadership:  
transforming culture by means of effective implementation of change.  This 
course will interface with the students’ Capstone Project, assisting students in 
the process of institutional change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
NUR 640:   Research Methods in Advanced Practice (3) 
 

This course will enable students to achieve skills required for conducting and 
evaluating practice-based research.  Topics will include the following: needs 
assessment; program planning and evaluation; the application of 
quantitative/qualitative methods in the study of practice-related phenomena; 
grant-writing and funding for practice-based research.  Students will begin 
their clinical project, considering the problem, research question (s) and 
appropriate research design. 
 

NUR 670:   Epidemiology (2) 
 
 This course will enable the student to gain perspective about the context in 

which health problems occur and care is delivered.  The course will consider 
the impact of environmental factors, including occupational exposures, living 
conditions, education, and financial resources on the health of populations.  
The relationship between these environmental factors, as well as social, 
cultural, and genetic influences on health will be evaluated, as will the role of 
the clinician in addressing these issues. 

 
NUR 655:     Biostatistics (3) 
 
 This course will enable students to apply statistical methods in research and 

program planning for advanced nursing practice.  The student will acquire 
skills in design and implementation of epidemiological studies and health 
programs.  The course will introduce students involved in clinical research 
to the practical application of regression analysis.  Linear regression, logistic 
regression and proportional hazards survival models will be covered, as well as 
general concepts in model selection, goodness-of-fit and testing procedures.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NUR 750 A-D:     Capstone Project Seminar  
 
This course will extend over 4 semesters.  The first semester will offer 1 credit; 
subsequent semesters will be offered for 2 credits each. 
  

The DNP program culminates in the successful completion of a Capstone 
Project.  This scholarly project will be practice-focused, and will be completed 
in collaboration with the student’s practice site—clinical, educational or 
managerial.  The project should make a significant contribution to practice in 
the student’s area of interest. 

 
The Capstone Project will be completed over four semesters (1 credit Semester 
I; 2 credits per semester for subsequent semesters).  Each student will have 
two-three mentors who will advise, facilitate, and approve the project.   
Students will complete a scholarly, publishable paper related to the project, as 
well as present and defend the project orally in a scholarly presentation. 

 
Suggestions for projects could include program development (needs 
assessment, program plan and implementation); program evaluation; 
development of a patient-focused health improvement (e.g., tuberculosis 
prevention for immigrant populations) or education program (e.g., weight 
management, tobacco cessation); systems innovations/improvements; 
cost/benefit analyses of program models; epidemiological studies; or other 
scholarly project consistent with the student’s interest. 

 


