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We look forward to working with you during this workshop! To begin, go to the Welcome area
and introduce yourself.

Welcome
Start here to find out more information about this workshop and to participate in an introductory activity.

Session 1: Know Your Audience
In this session, we will provide an overview of instructional design including some of the more common instructional design models.

Session 2: Backward Design
In this session, we will introduce backward design and how it can be applied to creating educational materials.

Session 3: Components of an Online Course, Part 1
In this session, part 1 of 2, you will begin to create leaming sequences using backward design. We wil also discuss the role of formative

assessment in online material and course development.

Session 4: Components of an Online Course, Part 2
In this session, part 2 of 2, we will look at emerging technologies and their place in the instructional design process.

Session 5: Putting it All Together
In this, our final session, you will submit a draft instructional design plan using all of the components previously discussed.




What Will I Learn? 

This course has been designed to provide those new to instructional design with a good, real-world grounding in the practice. At the end of this course, you will:

· Have a basic understanding of instructional design principles as they pertain to online learning,

· Be able to apply instructional design principles to solve online instructional challenges,

· Identify the role technologies play in the design process,

· Be able to determine which tool works best for what purpose, and

· Develop skills essential to preparing an online course or online tutorial.

How Will The Course Be Run? 
This is a five-week course/five session course.  The course will be made available to you one-week prior to the start date so you have the opportunity to acquaint yourself with the structure and the materials. 
In general, we will ask you to work independently at the beginning of the workshop then in smaller groups to discuss real-world instructional challenges. If you are working in a small group, your group will be asked to post a summary of the finer points of your discussion to the larger forum.  We will provide detailed information to you at the outset of the course about the design including a calendar to help you keep track of when things are due.  

We will act as facilitators, guiding you toward the stated goals. You will be asked to share what you hope to accomplish by the end of the workshop so we can help you meet your personal goals as well.
What Will I Be Expected To Do?

Expect to spend between three to six hours per week working on the course. You can do this work whenever you wish, as long as the posting deadlines are met. 

Tip: Book a regular time (several sessions per week for example) during which you will be in class and block out that time in your calendar. This will help you keep on track and also help you avoid feeling overwhelmed by the open-ended online format. 

How do I Access the Course? 

This course is offered within an online learning management system, Simmons eLearning (Blackboard Vista). One week prior to the course's start date, you will receive an email message that includes your username and password. To login, go to http://my.simmons.edu/elearning (note that this link opens in a new window).

We strongly recommend that you login as soon as you receive your username and password. This will give you time to familiarize yourself with the system, make sure that your computer is set up to function well with eLearning, and resolve technical glitches. 
If you encounter any difficulties with eLearning or with logging in, please contact elearning@simmons.edu and describe your issue. 

Who are the Teachers? How do I Contact Them? 

John McCormick and Elizabeth Santiago are both Senior Instructional Designers at Simmons College in the Academic Technology group.  For specific information about each of them, go the… 

