


Since 1902, Simmons GSLIS
has been helping students build rewarding careers in library and

information science. Our ALA-accredited co-educational master’s

degree program is internationally respected and ranks among

the top ten LIS graduate programs in the country. 

• The GSLIS West program offers flexible options for part-time study and the
option to take courses at the Boston campus. 

• Our faculty are experts in their fields and consistently hold leadership 
positions in professional associations.

• There are opportunities for internships at archives, schools, and other 
colleges in western New England.

• Our graduates pursue productive careers in all types of libraries — public, 
academic, school, corporate, nonprofit, and government — as well as
archives and museums. They become information specialists in a variety 
of information-centered environments.

Simmons College at GSLIS West 
• The program began in 2001 at Mount Holyoke College.

• Classes are generally held on Saturdays, one weekday evening, and through online and

blended (part online, part in-person) formats to meet the needs of women and men

who may be juggling work and family responsibilities. 

• The program offers courses that support a generalist library and information science

degree and also offers the majority of courses required for both of the specialized

Archives Management and School Library Teacher concentrations. Students are also

encouraged to take a wider array of electives available on the Boston campus.

• The faculty is comprised of GSLIS professors as well as LIS professionals from

throughout New England.

• Students at GSLIS West use the Mount Holyoke College Library and the Simmons

College Library in Boston. GSLIS has an extensive array of digital materials 

supporting library and information science. The staff at the Simmons College Library

specifically supports the GSLIS West program for all digital and print materials.

Community and Camaraderie

The GSLIS West program is marked by a strong sense of community. The small class

size (12-15 students) enhances collaboration, support, and attention to the individual.

Since most classes are held on Saturdays, students have a chance to come together

weekly. They also typically socialize outside of class at events such as colloquia and

picnics. In such a setting, students build lasting relationships with their peers 

and instructors. 

Cosmopolitan Culture

GSLIS West is located in South Hadley, MA, in the Pioneer Valley. This region is

renowned for its beauty and its intellectual and cultural vibrancy.

• The Pioneer Valley is home to the “Five Colleges” — Mount Holyoke, Amherst,

Hampshire, and Smith colleges, and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

This unique community of more than 30,000 students offers an extraordinary range

of activities, including concerts, films, theater and dance, athletics, and museum 

exhibitions.

• The nearby towns of Amherst and Northampton — both accessible from the 

GSLIS West campus by a free shuttle bus — offer a combination of cosmopolitan 

sophistication and small-town charm. There are coffeehouses, bookstores, clubs,

movie theaters, galleries, restaurants, and specialty shops.

• The GSLIS West campus is centrally located in South Hadley, MA, 90 minutes from

Boston and Albany, 70 minutes from New Haven, and an hour from Brattleboro.

“The student body is really fun and collaborative; it’s a total

bonus to get to know such smart, dynamic people while 

working toward a degree. I’m very happy with the community

feeling and intimate class sizes of GSLIS West.”

LEXI  WALTERS  WRIGHT ’11LS
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