The Scott-Ross Center for Community Service

Fall 2011 Summary of Service-Learning Opportunities

The Scott/Ross Center facilitates and promotes community service and service learning for Simmons College students, faculty, and staff. By developing reciprocal partnerships, the Center strives to serve the Greater Boston community and enrich and expand students’ educational and civic engagement experiences.

As part of its mission, the Scott/Ross Center coordinates a number of student employment programs that place students in jobs that address important community issues. These are paid student employment positions funded through the federal community service work-study program. In order to participate in these programs, students must have received Federal Work-Study as part of their financial aid award.

For more information about Federal Work-Study, contact the Financial Aid office or Career Education Center on campus.
Community Service Work-study Programs
826 Boston  – 826 Boston is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting students ages 6-18 with their creative and expository writing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their students to write. Our services are structured around the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen with one-on-one attention and that strong writing skills are fundamental to future success. With this understanding in mind, we provide drop-in tutoring, field trips, after-school workshops, in-schools tutoring, help for English language learners, and assistance with student publications. All of our free programs seek to strengthen each student's power to express ideas effectively, creatively, confidently, and in his or her individual voice
Supervisor: Raquel Kaplan
Title: Outreach Coordinator 
Email: raquel@826boston.org Phone: (617) 442-5400
After School at Simmons * – We work right here on the Simmons campus simply providing a safe place for the girls to come and hang out.  We do crafts, activities, and games.  The girls we get are late elementary school-early middle school aged who attend the after school programs provided by the Orchard Gardens Community Center.
Supervisor: Natalie Kirkham
Title: Co-Director
Email: natalie.kirkham@simmons.edu 
America Learns -The mission of America Learns is to provide elementary students with one-on-one personal tutoring.  With this program students will be able to gain personal attention and focus on improving learning skills in a safe environment.
Supervisors: Kat Machnich/Emily Hanke
Title: Student Directors
Email: americalearns@simmons.edu
America Reads  – Tutors provide one-on-one literacy tutoring to students in first through third grade at the Ellis Mendell Elementary School. Tutors use activities and games to make learning to read fun and engaging.
Supervisors: Sarah Kinnane/Amanda Hukanovic
Title: Co-Directors
Email: kinnane@simmons.edu/amanda.hukanovic@simmons.edu 
Boston Teacher’s Union After School
The BTU School is a new pilot school in Boston.  It has 146 students in K1, K 2, Grade, 1 & 2, and two sixth grades.  It also has a small primary transition class (PTC).  The after school program fits with the mission of the school, which it to provide a small setting and a progressive education
Supervisor: Neha Ramineni
Title: Student Leaders
Email: neha.ramineni@simmons.edu 
Education Sparks – The mission of Education Sparks is to allow every student to have the opportunity to advance and exceed in their studies as well as mature throughout the school year; while striving to become a community of diverse learners.
Supervisor: Callie Murphy
Title: Student Director
Email: murphy28@simmons.edu
Mission Hill School Middle School Enrichment – This programs intends to make a difference at the Mission Hill School while developing valuable skills and experiences for tutors and students alike. Tutors involved with the Mission Hill School provide middle students at Mission Hill with homework help at least twice a week.
Supervisor: Kelsey Conley
Title: Student Director
Email: kelsey.conley@simmons.edu 

Mission Hill Morning Program- This programs intends to make a integrate art at the Mission Hill School while gaining valuable skills and experiences for tutors and students alike. Tutors of Mission Hill provide elementary students with homework help as well as daily art projects two plus days a week.

Supervisor: Alisha Andersen
Title: Student Director
Email: andersea@simmons.edu 

Gateway The O’Bryant Gateway to the LMA * - Gateway's mission is to provide high school students at with after school tutoring assistance. Gateway is a pilot program foundered in New York that focuses on educational assistance and enhancement of resources for students in generally undeserved communities. The program requires students apply to receive these services and from the pool 50 students are selected their freshman year of high school.

Supervisor: Sandy Lor
Title: Student Coordinator 
Email: sandy.lor@simmons.edu 
Girl’s LEAP * – The mission of Girls’ LEAP is to promote the safety and well-being of girls, women, and their families through focused education programs.  LEAP seeks to raise awareness, build decision-making skills and foster personal confidence to create safer communities and safer lives.
Supervisor: Shauna Deleon/Ari Napier
Title: Co-Directors
Email: ashley.deleon@simmons.edu/ arianne.napier@simmons.edu 
Girls Preparing to Succeed * - GPS is a Simmons student initiative in Mission Hill to provide support, both socially and academically to high school girls. Through guest speakers, intimate discussions, field trips and tutoring, GPS provides a chosen group of high school girls with college mentors who they can use as a resource.  Mentors construct a curriculum for high school girls to support their social and academic development.  This is done through field trips, guest speakers, tutoring, and intimate discussions. 

Supervisor: Venchele Saint Dic
Title: Student Director
Email: venchele.saintdic@simmons.edu
Horizons for Homeless Children- The mission of Horizons for Homeless Children is to improve the lives of homeless children and their families. We provide homeless children in Massachusetts with the nurturing, stimulation and opportunities for early education and play that all children need to learn and grow in healthy ways. To improve the lives of the children we serve over the long term, we connect their parents with the tools they need to achieve social and economic self-sufficiency. We provide leadership in advocating for homeless children and their families through leveraging and sharing our expertise with others and advocating with policy makers and the public.
Supervisor: Hattie Moore
Title: Volunteer Recruitment & Training Manager
Email: hmoore@horizonsforhomelesschildren.org Phone: (617) 445-1480
Jumpstart * – Jumpstart – based in Jamaica Plain – engages college students in one-to-one service with preschool age children, working toward the day every child in America enters school prepared to succeed. Jumpstart’s goal as an early childhood education program is to enhance children’s development of language, literacy, social, and initiative skills by capitalizing on positive Corps member-child interactions and Corps member-family interactions.   

Supervisor: Dara Starkman
Title: Site Manager

Email: dara.starkman@simmons.edu Phone: (617) 521-2229

Partners for Youth with Disability * – Partners for Youth with Disabilities (PYD) is committed to empowering young people to reach their full potential through one-on-one and group mentoring programs. Through these varied role model relationships, young people and their families learn that growing up with a disability need not inhibit self-esteem nor limit career and personal options.

Supervisor: Erin McGrath
Title: Program Director 
Email: emcgrath@bostonpartners.org Phone: (617) 451-6145







Science Club for Girls * – Science Club for Girls mission is to increase the self-confidence and science literacy of girls in K-12th grade, in particular those from groups underrepresented in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.  We do this through free, after school programs offering hands-on science explorations, mentoring and leadership opportunities.  We serve approx. 700 girls each year through our programs that reach 4 cities in the Greater Boston area – Cambridge, Boston, Newton and Lawrence.
Supervisor: Connie Chow
Title: Executive Director 
Email: cchow@scienceclubforgirls.org Phone: (617) 391-0361 ext. 101
Steps to Success – After Hours University * – The goal of Steps to Success is to provide enrichment opportunities for low income - Brookline students by incorporating programs such as academic enrichment and mentoring, work connections for youth, early college awareness and readiness, and family support services.
Supervisor: Jacki Vassari/Abby Thompson
Title: Co-Directors
Email: vassari@simmons.edu/thompsae@simmons.edu  

Steps to Success/Hyde Park
Contact Anna D’Avanzo
Title: Student Director 
Email: anna.davanzo@simmons.edu 
Strong Women, Strong Girls * – The mission of Strong Women, Strong Girls is to build upon the lessons learned from strong women throughout history to help girls and young women become strong women themselves. By building communities of women committed to supporting positive social change, Strong Women, Strong Girls works to create cycles of mutual empowerment for women and girls.

Supervisor: Alana Clark/Mikaela McSherry
Title: Co-Directors
Email: alana.clark@simmons.edu/mikaela.mcsherry@simmons.edu 
Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center * – The mission of BCNC is to ensure that the children, youth, and families that the Center serve have the resources and supports to achieve greater economic success and social well-being. 
Supervisor: Sophia Kim/Giles Li
Title: Youth Program Director
Email: sophia.kim@bcnc.net/giles.li@bcnc.net Phone: (617) 635-5129
