The Handbook for English Majors at Simmons College

INTRODUCTION: A DESCRIPTION OF THE MAJOR

Therearetwo basicoptionsfor completingthe 10-courseEnglishmajor: The Writing Option
(which counts two writing courses toward the major) and the Literature Option. Ten courses are
required for each of the options. All English majors are required to take at least one Shakespeare
course and English 210: Critical Interpretation, which introduces the student to the methods of
literary analysis and research. A new English Major should take English 210 as soon as possible
after she declares her major; the course is given every semester.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE WRITING AND LITERATURE OPTIONS
MINOR IN ENGLISH

To minor in English, the student will elect five courses from departmental offerings, at least one
of them at the 200/300 level.

MAJOR IN ENGLISH
See checklist on the following page.




CHECKLIST FOR THE ENGLISH MAJOR (10 COURSES) bDeclared Fall 2004 or Later

REQUIRED OF ALL MAJORS:

1 ENG 210: Critical Interpretation
2 ENG 121: Shakespeare [or ENG 321: Studies in Shakespeare]

WRITING OPTION: EIGHT MORE COURSES
NOTE: TWO OF THE TEN COURSES MUST BE 300-LEVEL LITERATURE SEMINARS

Two writing courses (105, 107, 109, 305, 310, 350)
3

4

5__ One course: Any Literature before 1610 (111, 112, 315, 321, 326)

6___ One course: English Literature 1610-1800 (231, 243, 342)

7 One course: f9Century English Literature (254, 304, 306, 307, 311)

8___ One course: American Literature before 1900 (261, 262, 274, 312, 320)

9 One course: Multi-Ethnic Literature (163, 178, 220, 235, 251, 275, 276, 308, 323, 330)

ANY OTHER LITERATURE COURSE
10_

LITERATURE OPTION: EIGHT MORE COURSES
NOTE: TWO OF THE TEN COURSES MUST BE 300-LEVEL LITERATURE SEMINARS
3___ One course: Any Literature before 1610 (111, 112, 315, 321, 326)
4___ One course: English Literature 1610-1800 (231, 243, 342)
5___ One course: I'aCentury English Literature (254, 304, 306, 307, 311)
6___ One course: American Literature before 1900 (261, 262, 274, 312, 320)
7___ One course: Multi-Ethnic Literature (163, 178, 220, 235, 251, 275, 276, 308, 323, 330)

ANY THREE OTHER LITERATURE COURSES:

8
9
10_
ALL COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS
1 Creative & Performing Arts 2 Language, Literature & Culture
3___ Quantitative Reasoning 4___ Scientific Inquiry
5__ Social & Historical Perspectives 6__ Psychological & Ethical Dev.

____Foreign Language
____Math Competency

Independent Learning: Must total 8 semester hours and can include: 350: Independent Study (4hrs); 350
+ 355: Senior Thesis (8hrs); 380: Field Work (4hrs); 370: Internship or Student Teaching (8hrs); 390:

Seminar in Literary Scholarship (4hrs) or Special Extra Project in a 300-level course (4hrs B discuss with
instructor)

Semester Hours Needed to Graduate: 128



TEN COURSES ARE A MINIMUM. NOT A MAXIMUM

By a long-standing agreement of the faculty, a major at Simmons may require no more than forty credits
(ten courses). This makes our English major less comprehensive than English majors at many other
colleges. We would encourage you to think of the requirements as a floor rather than a ceiling. Our
English majors who go on to graduate school in this field have often graduated with more than ten
English courses Bsometimes as many as sixteen.

Taking more than two courses at the 300 level is particularly advisable if you plan to go on to
graduate school in English.

300 LEVEL COURSES IN ENGLISH
Englishmajorsarerequiredto completeat leasttwo 300-levelliteratureseminarsThesecourseffer the
studyof literatureat the level we feel a studentshouldattainby the time shecompletesan undergraduate
Englishmajor. Thereareusuallya substantiahumberof graduatestudentsn a 300-levelcourse,andthe
course is designed with that in mind.

A 300-levelEnglishcourseassumeshatthe studentknowshow to write a critical paper,thatsheis ready
to makeuseof criticism andtheorywritten by othersandto enterinto a theoreticallyinformeddiscussion
about literature. All undergraduate English majors will have taken English 210 (Critical Interpretation).

Studentsin a 300-levelcourseare expectedo take greaterresponsibilityand work more independently
thanin lower level classesln true seminarfashion,studentamay be askedto introduceworks that have
beenread,makecritical presentationspr lead classdiscussionsOne canjustifiably claim that successn
a 300-level course shows mastery of an English majorOs skills.

INDEPENDENT LEARNING AND THE ENGLISH MAJOR
The independent learning requirement is one of the hallmarks of a Simmons education.
Independentearningallows for a rigorousintellectualexperiencehat enableshe studentto attainboth
depthand practicein her chosendiscipline,to sustaina longerterm projecton her own initiative, andto
connect her academic work with future employment or graduate study.

The independentearning requirementconstitutesa minimum of eight semestemhoursof a studentOs
programand no more than sixteensemestehours.All typesof independentearningshouldincreasea
studentQability to conceptualizeprganize,and synthesizeideas,at the sametime that they reinforce
written and other forms of communicationskills. Independentearningemphasizestudentinitiative,
planning,andimplementatioron a contractuabasisand shouldencourageutonomy the developmenof
confidenceand discipline, and the strengtheningf creative problemsolving skills through an active
learning process.

In orderto ensurethe highestacademiajuality, studentsn experientialandindependentearningcourses
receiveongoingsupervisionby faculty memberswith appropriateareasof expertise While studentshave
primary responsibilityfor the succes2f thesecourses,independentearning shouldinclude regularly
scheduledconferencesand/or group meetings,frequent evaluation of studentperformanceby an
instructoranda site supervisoKif applicable),andcommunicatiorbetweenthe faculty andthe supervisor
to support the academic and professional development of the student.

It is importantthatindependentearningexperiencesdvancea studentOgarningfurther thanis possible
in the existingcurriculum, eitherby testingtheoryin an experimentakettingor by exploringmaterialin

more depthor with more refined methodsof inquiry. Studentsusually satisfy their independentearning
requirementin their major; however,a studentmay develop,with the consentof her advisor and
department, such an activity in any discipline appropriate to her program.



REPORT OF STUDENT COMPLETING INDEPENDENT STUDY REQUIREMENT IN
CONJUNCTION WITH A 300-LEVEL COURSE

Studentsmay complete4 semestehoursof the CollegeOmdependenstudy requirementoy
doing a specialprojectin conjunctionwith an appropriate300-level English course.Such
projectsordinarily involve a written reporton additionalindependentesearchor somecritical
investigation,which reachedeyondthe scopeof the work requiredin the coursesyllabus,and
leadsto a paperdemonstratingadvancedknowledgein this field. The independentearning
requirementemphasizestudentinitiative, planning,and implementationof the projecton a
contractual basis with a faculty member.

Interestedstudentsare urgedto consultwith the instructorof the prospective300-levelcourse
beforethe end of the precedingsemesterThe studentmust submita project proposalto the
instructor of the course and obtain formal approval before the end of the fourth week of classes.
After successfutompletionof the project,theinstructorand Departmenthairmanwill signthis
form; copies will be sent to the Registrar and kept in the studentOs and in the departmentOs files

Project Proposal:

Student®s name

StudentOs Signature

InstructorOs Signature Date

The following signatures attest to successful completion of the Independent Study project:

InstructorOs signature Date

Semester hours of Independent Study Credit

ChairmanOs signature




ENGLISH 355- SENIOR THESIS

Eng. 355, Directed Study: Senior Thesismustbe precededby four semestehoursof relatedEng. 350,
Independenstudies.Normally, studentselectEng. 350in the fall semesteof their senioryear,followed
by Eng.355in the spring. This year-longprojectof independentesearctculminatesn the seniorthesis,a
substantial50 pages)paperwhich demonstratesommandof the primary and secondarymaterialin the
field of inquiry, independent thinking, and advanced skills in research, organization, and expression.

Procedures for Completion of English 355:

1. By April 1 of her Junior year: Student plans her project with an advisor and submits a written
application for Eng. 350 and 355 to the English department, which identifies the proposed subject matter,
research design, objective, and preliminary reading list. After departmental approval is granted, the
student may register for English 350.

2. Summer before Senior year: Student does preliminary reading in the primary material and refines
her proposed project.

3. Fall semester Senior year: Student enrolls in Eng. 350 and spends the semester continuing primary
research and doing basic critical reading and biographical and historical background as needed. This
semester is spent learning about the specific field and focusing the project. Eng. 350 should include short
papers and culminates in a 5-page proposal for the thesis along with a preliminary annotated bibliography.
Upon completion of Eng. 350, the student and her advisor will determine whether she is eligible to enroll
in Eng. 355. Students who have not completed satisfactory proposals and bibliographies will not be
permitted to continue on to the thesis.

4. Spring semester Senior year: Student enrolls in Eng. 355 and writes the thesis. The first draft is due
by the end of the sixth week of the semester. It will be read by the advisor and the second reader and
returned to the student before the spring vacation with suggestions for revision. The final draft must be
submitted to both readers by the end of the twelfth week of classes. The student should submit the
original and one copy of the thesis to the Department. (These copies will not be returned to the writer.
One copy will go to College Archives and the department will keep the other.)

The form of the thesis should be as follows:

1. Endnotes and bibliography according to the MLA Style Manual.
2. For title page consult advisor.

3. Both copies should be bound in cardboard covers.

The Department requires students to use word processing for their theses.
Evaluation of English 355:

1. The thesis advisor serves as the first reader and carries the major responsibility for supervising the
project and evaluating the completed thesis.

2. The second reader is chosen by the advisor in consultation with the student, either from the English
Department, or the department closely related to the subject of the thesis. The second reader should be
involved in the project from the beginning in an advisory capacity. The second reader will read and
comment on the proposal, the first draft, and the final draft, and will assist the thesis advisor in evaluating
the completed thesis.

3. Oral exam at the option of the department.



INTERNSHIP AND FIELD EXPERIENCE

The English department offers its concentrators the opportunity to do either an 8-credit internship (Eng.
370) or a 4-credit field experience (Eng. 380). Recent internships from the English department include:

Teen Voices Magazine
Northeast Performer Magazine
Charlesbridge Publishing
Actors' Shakespeare Project
Boston Casting Co.
Community Legal Services and Counseling Center (Cambridge)

Boston Phoenix

Make-a-Wish Foundation
Brookline Community Center for the Arts

Horn Book Magazine

The Weekly Dig
Candlewick Publishing
Blackwell Publishing

Boston Ballet

Horticulture Magazine

Internshipsare usually donein the senioryear, most often in the spring semesterand are designedto
demonstratéo the studenthow her academicskillsNthe ability to conductresearchwrite, andeditNmay
be usedin professionalsettings.Studentsmajoring in English would enroll in English 370 or 380.
Studentswho haveelecteda doublemajor may selecteither English 370/3800r the internshipreflection
course associated with their major.

The studentspend=2-2 1/2 hoursa weekfor eachhour of academicredit; thusa 4 creditfield experience
requires8-10 hoursin the office, an 8 creditinternshipl6-20hours.The studentis assignecher dutiesby
the employer (mentor/supervisor) to whom she reports.

On campusthe studentregistersand participatesn English 370 or English 380, which meetsonceper
weekfor oneandonehalf hours.Internsarerequiredto completefour assignmentgor evaluation:a work
planwith individual training goals,a oncea weeke-journal,a commentarypaperor creativeproject,and
a careemortfolio. The studentsendthe semestewith a 10-minuteoral presentatiorabouttheir internship
experience.

In orderto locatethe bestinternshipopportunity, it is importantto start early the semestebeforeyou
would like to locateyour internship.The first stepis to identify your interestsyalues,andskills andhow
they relateto internshipoptions.The professionalsn the CareerEducationCenter,P304,will help you
learn more aboutyourselfandyour careerand internshipoptions.Make an appointmenty calling 617-
521-2488.The CareerEducationCentermeetswith first year studentshroughseniorsabouteverything
from choosinga major and selectingan internshipto conductingan after-graduatiorjob search We can
connectyou with professionalgor informationalinterviewsand non-creditinternshipsbeforeyour senior
year. Feel free to start the process at any time during your Simmons experience.



Successful Internship Search Guidelines

This information applies to English majors who want to enroll in the English Department Internship
Program for the spring, summer or fall semesters. Register for: English 370 /English 380.

Career Session or Orientation

ItOsnevertoo early to start! Schedulean appointmentat the CareerEducationCenter,P304,to explore
internshipoptionsanddevelopa plan or attendan orientationsessionWatchfor scheduledimesemailed
to you directly. Make sure your email address is on file with the English Department.

Career Planning

The Career Education CenterSatnmons College provides workshops and specialists to help students
pursue their professional goals. For more information about services offered, go to their website at
http://my.simmons.edu/services/cec/, call 617-521-2488, or visit them in P304.

In addition to a fantastic physical library, the Career Education Center also maintains an online resource
library at http://my.simmons.edu/libraries/collections/career/.

Internship Interest Form
Complete the internship interest form and bring it to the Career Education Center by October 15 for
Spring and February 14 for Summer/Fall.

Individual Career Appointments/ Self-Assessment, Resumes and Interviewing

Arrangea careercounselingappointmento help you further clarify your internshipand careerinterests,
developa resumeor receive help on your cover letter. Your resumecan be tailored to match your
internshipinterests Resumeand interview assistancés availableby attendingeithera workshopor by
individual appointment.You can also requestan informationalinterview throughALUMNET to learn

more about career areas and help you prepare for interviews. Attend other career appointments as helpful!

Contacts

You will havea final resumecritique andreceivecontactinformation. Participatein a video tapedmock
interview. Bring your courseregistrationform for a consentsignature Registerfor English370or English
380. After this meeting,sendout your cover letter and resumego potentialemployers.Follow-up with
potential employers a week later to arrange interviews.

Interview and Thank You Letters
It is helpful to go out on at leastthreeinterviewsat threedifferent potentialsites.Sendthankyou letters
after your interviews. Arrange follow-up career counseling appointments or feel free to check in by email.

Final Arrangements

Contact careerservicesabout your final internship decision. After receiving the offer, contactthe
employerto formally acceptthe offer andarrangestart-dateandinternshipschedulesMake sureto follow
up with any additionalemployersto withdraw your candidacy Always be positive and appreciativeand
thank them for their time. Protectyour contactsand ours! Meet with your internshipemployerto
completethe internshipcontractprior to the startof class.Make a copy of the contractfor you: submitthe
original to Career Services.

***Registration
Sign up for the field experience, English 380, the internship, or English 370. You will begin work at the
beginning of the following semester and complete it when classes end.



ENGLISH LIAISON
The EnglishLiaisonis the organizationof Englishmajorsofficially chargedwith planningand
sponsoringactivitiesfor EnglishconcentratorandinterestedstudentsEachSpringthe liaison
meetsto elect new officers for the academicyearsfollowing. The four officers and their
functions are as follows:

President: Sets agendas and convenes meetings; represents the liaison at SGA meetings and at
department meetings.

Vice-President: Assists the president in all activities.

Secretary: In charge of all communications with Liaison members, the department, and other
groups; Takes notes at meetings and keeps the Liaison bulletin board current

Treasurer: Keeps the liaison books, handlesall financial arrangements(vendors,
reimbursementfor expensespaymentof bills). In the pastyears,the liaison hasorganizedbi-
annualOpenHousesat which interestedstudentsmay meetmemberof the EnglishDepartment
anddiscusscoursesprior to registration.n additionto theseactivities, pastliaisonshaveoften
organizedundraisingevents(bakesalesandvendors),anddiscussiorgroupswith faculty. The
liaison fostersa senseof communityamongEnglishmajors.You canmeetthe studentsn your
classesn aninformal environmentand enjoy working togetheron activities of mutualinterest.
All majors,minorsandotherinterestedstudentsareeligible to belong.Contactthe departmento
indicate your interest in participating.

SIDELINES

Sidelines, the student literary magazine, is published twice a year, and features short stories,
poems, photographs, and graphic arts by students (and occasionally staff or outsider
contributors). The magazine is edited by a student board which does everything from soliciting
work to deciding what goes in a given issue, to designing typeface and layout, to seeing the copy
through the printing and binding process. It is a good experience not just for writers, but also for
anyone interested in the many facets of publication.



ENGLISH AND THE PROFESSIONAL WOMAN

What canan English Major do after college?For many yearsthe simplestanswerto this questionwas,
OTeaclEnglish.OWhile thatOstill true to a certainextent,it hasbecomeclearin the lastfew yearsthat
peoplewho handleadmissionsfor graduateschoolsand peoplewho do hiring in the fields of law,
government,businessjournalism, and the arts are aboveall interestedin candidatesvho can think
clearly, solve problems,andcommunicatavith othersin written or spokenforms. OSendus your English
Majors!Qis the messageveOreagetting from law schools,businessschools,evenmedical schools,and
from newspaperdaw firms, public relationsfirms, governmentagenciesprivate corporation,advertising
agencies, high tech companies, and human service operations like Greenpeace and Oxfam.

HereOs a partial list of careers recent Simmons English majors have gone into:

§ Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Delaware, director of American Express tours to
China, Market Support Analyst with Xerox, editor of the Virginia Journal of International Law, founder

of her own New York consulting firm, Museum Specialist in Ceramics for the Freer Gallery of Oriental
Art, copywriter for a large Boston advertising firm, director of public relations for a large hospital,
freelance writer, newspaper reporter, legislative assistant to Senator Leahy of Vermont, librarian at the
Boston Architectural center, MA candidate at the N.Y.U. film School, High School English teacher who
has begun a second career as a technical writer. The list could go on and on.

When they write us about their experience in the job market, this is the sort of thing they say:

§ Ol continue to maintain that the study of English is a good way to learn about life, a good basis for
building a life, and extremely satisfying for its own sake. Given the possession of respectable intelligence
and other skills required by oneOs chosen profession, a liberal arts background in English can improve
oneOs chances of surviving and moving up in the business or academic world.O

§ O | think that my English major gave me a foundation as a good writer. More than that, and | think more
important, is that studying literature helped to teach me how to sift through the superficial and to get to
the heart of the matter. And doing this is one of the most important parts of my job.O

§ OThe major in English gave me a definite edge in applying for the position with the

National Association of Banking WomenE It is still true today that writing is a tremendous asset; there

are a lot of individuals who have been through college and quite frankly, cannot express themselves either
orally or on paper.O

§ Ol feel strongly that an English major is an invaluable complement to any other field of study and
having that degree sets you apart from job competitors. A Communications/English major has an
advantage over a straight Communications major in many situations.O

§ OFor me, a liberal arts educationNespecially an English majorNwas key to my life.O



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT FACULTY
Renee Bergland teachesAmerican literature and culture. She specializesn 19th- century American
poetry and prose literary theory, womenQOuwriting, Native Americanstudies,andvisual cultural studies.
Her first book,The National Uncanny: Indian Ghosts and American Subjects, was published in 1999.

Pamela S. Bromberg is the directorof the GraduateEnglishProgramandteachesoursedn 18th century
English literature, Romantic poetry, the English novel, womenOsstudies, and postmodernand
postcolonialffiction. Her scholarlywork focuseson womenwriters, and shehaspublishedarticleson Jane
Austen, Lillian Hellman, Margaret Atwood, Margaret Drabble, and the Nigerian novelist Buchi
Emecheta.

Sheldon George teachesBlack Fiction in America, Harlem Renaissanceand Morrison and American
Literature,amongothercourses.He specializesn LacanianTheory,andreceivedhis Ph.D.from Boston
College.

David Gullette teachesShakespearereativewriting, the English novel, and Irish literature,is alsoa
poet,novelistandactor; he haspublisheda book of poemswritten by newly literate NicaraguansAmong
his activitiesis his job as Literary Director of the Poets(heatrein Cambridge His book ;Gaspar! A
Spanish Poet/ Priest in the Nicaraguan Revolution was published in 1993.

Kelly Hager specializesin Victorian literature, ChildrenO#iterature, Film, The 19th- Century Novel,
British Feminism, and Composition. Kelly received her Ph.D. from the University of California, Irvine.

Jackie C. Horne, an AssistantProfessorfeacheaundergraduatand graduatecoursesn Englishandin
Children'sLiterature.Sheis currently working on a book project aboutchangingmodelsof character
exemplarity in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British children's fiction.

Suzanne Leonard teacheglassesn twentieth-centunfiction andfilm. Her specialtiesncludewomen's
literatureand media,feminist theory, film studies,Americanpopularculture, and ethnicfiction. Sheis
currently at work on a book-length study of the film Fatal Attraction.

Cathryn Mercier is an associateprofessor,associatedeanof the College of Arts and Sciencesand
directorof the Centerfor the Studyof ChildrenOsiterature.Her teachingincludesCritical Interpretation,
Surveyof ChildrenOsiterature,graduatecoursesin Criticism of ChildrenOsiteratureand The Child in

Fiction, and MCC. Her research focuses on the picturebook and the young adult novel.

Lowry Pei is the chair of the Englishdepartment.He hastaughtwriting andliteraturefor 30 years;he
haswritten novels,shortstories,essaysand other non-fiction. To samplehis work, seethe novel Family
Resemblances (Random House, 1986), which you will find in the college library.

J. Douglas Perry teaches courses in creative writing, and in 19th and 20eth-century American literature.

Afaa Michael Weaver is a playwright and poet. He hasalso worked as a free-lancejournalist for
BaltimoreSunpapers, the Baltimoredfio- American, the Boston Globe, and theChicago Tribune.

Richard Wollman (richard.wollman@simmons.edsfudiesand teachesRenaissancédterature, with

particularfondnessfor John Donne and most periodsof poetryin general.He also teachesmedieval
works, the Bible, and GreekMythology, which remind him, semesteby semesterpf the extraordinary
waysin which readingandwriting aboutliteraturechangesis. HeOs poetwho likes to talk shopwith the
many English majors who are writers and poets.



